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AsbleeCobb
Staff writer
With Student Government Association elections just around
the corner, both presidential nominees are promoting their ideas
on improving Murray State student life.
Jonathan Burdon, junior from Marion, Ky .. said be has experience in various legislative positions on campus.
"My freshman year I was a freshman senator for SGA," Burdon
said. "Sophomore year I was the public relations chair where I
helped to create and update the SGA website and to help generally publicize SGA activities."
Burdon has many ideas to reform
aspects of SGA and with his various leadership roles. in and out of SGA. Burdon
said he would serve Murray State's student body well as president.
"I have the ability to listen, which is a
huge responsibility . of SGA president,"
Lauren BeiVThe News
Burdon said. " I am also compassionate
Katie Graves, senior fromKevil. Ky., addresses members of the Board of Regents durlnQ Monday's special tuition meetinQ.
towards students' needs.
"The president bas to have the ability
to put himself or herself into other stuticipation session, nine campus
offered alternatives. It was a sigdents' shoes to see where they are comrepresentatives voiced their opin·
nificant factor in the final deciJonathan
ing from. I also have the ability and
ions, concerns and alternatives
sion."
Burdon
charismatic skills to take students' conconcerning the Tuition Task
Robertson said the public parSGA presidential
cerns and do something about it."
Force's recommendations. T he
ticipation opportunity displays
Burdon said his main goal, if he
candidate
Honors Program. Racer Band,
the transparency of the UniversiSigma Alpha Iota and departty.
becomes president, is to give more of a
voice to the students. He wants to transments of history, art, agriculture
"This whole process is reflecand music were represented.
tive to me of what makes Murray
form the SGA Web site into an interac"What makes us different?" Jes·
State unique - it is a very open tive Web site which wiU allow students a voice in every SGA
sica Moore, senior from Dexter
institution and very student ori- issue, Burdon said.
"For example, the board . recently met about the tuition
Mo., said. "What makes us better
ented," he said. "I sense that stuMia W alters
than everyone else? It's our
dents knew we were really listen- increase," Burdon said. "I feel like many students felt like their
News Editor
voice was not heard, and with this new
diverse educations - our freedom
ing to what they had to say."
University President Randy
Web site, they can be assured their opinto go out and study diverse fields
More than 60 spectators crowd·
ion will be beard."
Dunn agreed the public participaat Murray State."
ed together at Monday's special
Moore, who represented the
tion portion of the meeting
For more information on Burdon's
Board of Regents meeting where a
ideas or campaign, visit burdonSigma Alpha Iota fraternity, said if
"sealed the deal" in the minds of 1
25 percent charge per-credit hour
phelps.com.
passed, this tuition model would
the Regents to re-think the rec- '
Kara Mantooth. senior from Owenswas passed 10-1 for courses
severely hinder the freedom at
ommendations, he said.
beyond a 12-hour ceiling.
boro, Ky., and current SGA president said
Murray State to earn a diverse
"The argument that was made
The board debated for hours.
she is running for re-election because she
education, as students are finan·
by numerous speakers and ceramending the recommendations
tainly by Kara Mantooth, was that
still has ideas to bring to the SGA table.
dally limited to 15 hours a semesmade by the Tuition Task Force
"I love Murray State, and that's why I
ter.
there seemed to be more of an ele·
of a IS-hour cap with a 100 percent
"Would I be competent in my
ment of fa irness in spreading
want to run again," Mantooth said. "I am
charge per-credit hour. The board
field at 120 hours?" she asked. "I
additional costs out over a larger
Kara Mantooth flexible, which is required as SGA presialso passed an expected 4 percent
think that answer is no."
number of students, which I think
SGA presidential
dent, and I am able to learn from mistuition increase, a 9.5 percent
Katie Graves, senior from Kevil,
makes sense," Dunn said.
candidate
takes. Sometimes failure leads to success,
meal plan and room and board
and after you may ftnd a better way to
Ky., said that the 15-bour tuition
Dunn said the board will invesincreases and three of the seven
accomplish things."
tigate the impact of the tuition
cap with a 100 percent per-credit
recommendations made by the
hour charge is the fmancial vermodel in the fall, and make sure it
In addition to her current position,
Agriculture Task Force.
is not harming any particular stu- Mantooth said she has held leadership positions within SGA
sion of No Child Left Behind.
Using this new tuition model
Graves, a former Racer Band
dent groups, and in the future will since her sophomore year as senator of the College of Business
resident, full-time undergraduate
and Public Affairs and she was SGA secretary her junior year.
member, along with Racer Band
re-think the model.
students will pay the 2009-2010
The SGA president needs to get done what the students want
Director John Fannin, pleaded the
"I think we'U probably see it in
standard tuition rate of $2,988 a
place for a few years, but the done, Mantooth said.
case for music ensembles on camsemester for up to 12 credit hours.
"The main quality of SGA president is flexibility," Mantooth
pus.
Tuition Task Force and the
For each additional hour taken.
The public participation made a
Regents made clear that they said. "Whether students want big things, like the 'Back the Book'
students will pay 25 percent of a
significant difference, Vice Presiwant this revisited at some point bill passed, or small things like a pot-hole fixed, the president
credit hour per hour, totaling
dent for Student Affairs Don
in time when funding from the should be able to get it done."
$62.25 per hour. A student taking
Mantooth said she also has a good working relationship with
Robertson, said.
state stabilizes and we're not
15 hours will pay $3,174.75 and a
"I think (the participants) did a
looking at cuts every year: Dunn campus administrators which allows for her to get things accomstudent taking 18 hours will pay
plished.
very nice job," he said. "I think a
said.
$3,361.50. Graduate, regional and
Said Mantooth: "My job is to go in with an open mind and be
few of them spoke truly from the
T he next Board of Regents
out-of-state costs will follow this
able to represent the students with an open mind."
heart. The positive thing is that
meeting is scheduled for May 29.
Ashlee Cobb. can be reached at ashlee.cobb@murraystate.
standard.
many of them recognized the
Mia Walters can be reached at
During a 30-minute public paredu.
need or additional revenue, and
mia. walters@murraystate.edu.

Regents institute
per-credit hour
fee for courses
beyond 12-hour
cap

Vice president candidates host experience, leadership skills
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Staff writer
The students running for Student Government Association
vice president this year claim to
demonstrate leadership, responsibility and experience in SGA.
Jonathan jones, junior (rom
Frankfort, Ky., will use his peo·
pie skills and personality to win
the vice president position, he
said.
"I get along weU with others
on the Campus Activities Board
where I began as a one of three
publicity chairpersons my
sophomore year," Jones said. "I
am also able to motivate people,
which is a beneficial quality in n
vice president."
Jones started working with
SGA during his freshman year,
and this year he is currently a
publicity chair and Executive
Chief-of-Staff to SGA President

Kara Mantooth.
"I learned a lot as Kara's chiefof-staff," Jones said. "I got to
include my ideas and input in
various SGA matters."
Jones
said he
wants to
advertise
C A B
positions
and make
t h e m
m o r e
accessible
to
m o r e
Jonathan Jones students.
SGA vice president
"I want
candidate
to be able
to see a
huge influx in CAB applications," Jones said. "There are 13
Chairs on CAB, and each chair·
person hosts different activities
on campus, such as bands and

innovative acts."
Robin Phelps, junior from
Cape Girardeau, Mo., said she is
running for vice president
because of her appreciation for
Murray State's student government. Her campaign includes
SGA
president
candidate
Jonathan Burdon, junior from
Marion, Ky.
"For me, the position of vice
president of SGA is the culmination of everything I've been
taught and grown to like about
Murray State's student government," Phelps said via e-mail. "I
want to not only lead a group
who coordinates the bulk of the
University's events, but lead that
group in a weU-organized, student-oriented fashion, which
gives students a voice."
Phelps said the main aspect of
SGA she wants to push forward
is a reform of organization within the governmental body.

"A collaborative, well-organized and unified effort on the
part of CAB and SGA will promote student involvement,
awareness of SGA and campus
events and
e ncourage
and foster
creativity
and divers i t y ...
Phelps
said.
Phelps
has been
involved
in many
Robin Phelps organizaSGA vice president tions and
leadership
candidate
posi tions
in addition to SGA including
Black Student Council and The
Murray State News.

VOTE
Here's how to do it:
·Voting begins at 9 a.m. Mon·
day and continues through
Wednesday.
·Students may vote online or at
msusga.com.

·The results will be announced
followmq All Campus Sing
Ashlee Cobb can be reached at Wednesday

ashlee.cobb@murraystate.edu.

News Editor: Mia Walters
Assistant News Editor. Robin Phelps
Phone: 809-4468
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This week -~---------Today

Saturday

-4 p.m. Aikido club meeting; Car[
Health Building room 230: open

•9 a.m. H\lmane Society Yard

to the public
•7 p.m. Sock and Buskin Studio
Fe&1 2009; Wilson Hall room310B,
$3
•8 p.m. Acoustic ~itarist Andy
Davis: Curris Center Stables, free

Sunday

Sale; Galloway County Library
Annex, $3 eustQm ,Pet ID tags
•3 p.m. Save Darfur Rally; Murray
Central Park Amphitheater; open
to public
e8 p.m. Sock and Buskin Studio
Fest 2009: Wilson Hall room 3108,
$3

Monday

Monday

·Noon Alpha

•Da&J~C~~e;

t4 p.m. Munay MadDess; H~
Curds Center Large Balltoom
College laWu, free
-4 p.m. Voices of Praise Sprm, ... p.m. ,A.i)ddo club meeting; carr
Copcert: Curris Center Dance Health BuUdlng room 230; open
to tbepubllc
LO\ID.&eo £tet
e6 .PoPL Newman House m.us: St.. -6 ,p.m. Dllmer at the Wesley
Uo catholic Church; 404 N. 12th fOWidadon. $1
St.
~~ p.m. MlDiltry ~n To All
•8 p.m. Oboist Celeste 1oh0sob: Bible study; 1606 Poplar Sf,; open
Price Do~ Performing Arts a.u. ro the public

Gams
Are
Hair to Help;
Curris Cent.er Rocking
C h a i r
Lounge, $8
for haircuts

free
Photo courtesy of fau~book.com

Tuesday

Wednesday

•3 p.JDJ Baseball vs. Memphis State;
Reagan Field, free
•S p.m. CAB meeting: SGA Office
Curris Center first floor; open to pub·
lie
•6 p.m. Murray State's Got Talent
Auditions; Wrather Museum, free;
bnng Racercard

•12:20 p.m. Homemade Luncheon;
BCM, $1
•4:30 p.m. All·Campus Sing; Q.uad,
free
•8 p.m. Ministry Open To All Fellow·
ship; 1606 Poplar St.

Thursday
•7 p.m. Guitarists Alex and Austin
It~ Th\usdll)' ~.Grind: Hart
Coffee Shop, free
•'H11. ~ 7ctl Wo~ :s.ptist c...
pus MinistrY, free

Coming Up

Now Playing
Tinseltown Tuesdays
Curris Center Theater

"Back to the Future• May S
Movies begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Curris Center Theater. Admission
is free.

•friday: let A Move 6-8 p.m.; Racer
Arena,$3
If you would like an event to
appear in the This Week section,
fill out a form in the Murray State
News office at Ill Wilson Hall, fax
to 809·3175 or e-mail information to
thenews@murraystate.edu.
Please submit events by noon on
Wednesdays. We cannot guarantee
all items received will be published.

Police Beat- - - -April12
April9

1:31 p.m. A caller from Health
Service~ reported a student
was hit by a car. The Murray
Police Department was notified. An officer went to the
Murray·Calloway
County
Emergency Room to take a
report
6:42p.m. A caller from College
Courts reported possible gunshots fired in the an:.t. A person at the scene said the nois~
sounded like a car backfiring.
Officers found nothing.
11:02 p.m. A caller from Woods
Hall reported a person was
asleep inside the building's
front door lobby. The officer
nott!d tht• person was studying
and fell a!;leep.

AprillO
8:57 a.m. Murra}' State parking
enforcement n~ar the Residen' tial College Circle requested a
Murray State Police officer
regarding a vehicle wanted by
the parking office.

9:45 a.m. A Murray State Police
office r at the Expo Center
informed the Expo Center and
Carml.ln Pavillion staff of a tornado watch in effect for the
area.
2:33 p.m. A student from offcampus reported Internet
fraud . Murray State Police
referred the student to the
Murray Police Department.

Aprilll
3:32a.m. Murray State Police at
16th and Miller streets gave :t
verbal warning to a driver for
not wearing a scat belt.
7:45 a.m. The grounds crew
near
Waterfield
Library
reported a light post was off its
post. Murray· State Police officers were unable to locate the
damage.
8:05 a.m. A caller from College
Courts requested Murray State
Policl' check on the welfare of
a student not responding to
phone calls. An officer contact·
ed the person who agreed to
contact the caller.

3:32 p.m. A caller from the
sixth floor of Faculty Hall
reported the emergency lights
were on and a whistling sound.
An officer said the sound was
coming from a radio and
turned it off. Central Plant was
notified to turn off the emergency lights.
8:45p.m. A Racer Patrol officer
from Regents College reported
problems with the lights on
both ends of the fourth floor.
Central Plant was notified.
11:30 p.m. A Murray State Officer at Pullen Farm checked on
people sitting in a vehicle. An
officer told the people to move
from the area.

Apri113
1:56 p.m. A caller from 15th and
Main streets reported a vehicle
accident involving a Murray
:State vehicl~. The Murray
State Police Department and
transportation services were
notified.
4:40 p.m. Murray State Police

at Chestnut Street near the
post office issued a citation to
Xiao Feng Xu, freshman from
Murray, for driving with a suspended license.
8:S6 p.m. The residence adviser at Eliubeth College reported a student had possibly overdosed on a drug. Emergency
Medical Services and Housing
were notified. An officer took a
report.

Aprilll

ll:06 &.& A caller from the Q.uad area
reported two Dlales tied to a tree in
front'Of'Pogue Ubrary. The males said
they were playl.Dg a part in an txtreme
gamt.
to William J. Ford, freshman
from Covington, Ky., for
receiving stolen property less
than$300.

Aprill4

April IS

Midnight A caller from the
University
Roundabout
requested Emergency Medical
Services for a student with lacerations on his or her hand due
to a broken third floor Hart
College window. EMS was
notified and the student was
transported. An officer took a
report.
12:34 p.m. Murray State Police
at Public Safety issued a t:ita·
tion to 'flier Frank. seni~r
from Murray, for thtrd degree
criminal mischief.
L1Y7 p.m. Murray State Police at
Public Safety issued a citation

12:21 a.m. The residence dircc·
tor at White College reported
the smell of smoke on the seventh floor. The RD activated
the fire alarm. The Murray Fire
Department, Central Plant,
state fire marshal and the
Office of Environmental Safety
and Health were notified. An
officer took a report.
2:33 a.m. A caller from College
Courts reported 'J)eople beiJ18
loud in one of the apartments
in the 600 block. An officer
told the people to turn the
music down, but the caller
reported ag·1in that he music

r

had ben turned back up. An
officer returned to tell the peoplt.> to turn the music off and
they complied.
4:13 p.m. A caller from on cam·
pus reported seeing Murray
State workers smoking mari·
juana during lunch. The caller
said the workers were already
gone for the day.

Motorist assists - 0
Racer escorts - 1
Arrests- 0

Assistant News Editor Robin
P.helps compiles Police Beat
with materials provided by Publk Safety. Not all dispatched
calls are listed.

Mum1y State's Got-

ROUNDAB

ENT
l

Con you SING, DANCE, PLAY AN INSTRUMENT, DO STAND UP COMEDY, RECITE or
WRITE POETRY, HULA HOOP or HAVE AN UNUSUAL TALENT?

1st Place - $200
I2nd Place - S100
1 3rd Place - $50
1

1

Talents involving weapons,
profanity, fire, dangerous
chemicals, nudity or lewd
acts ore · prohibited.

AUDITIONS
Tuesday
Wrather Museum
6 ~.m. - 8 p.m .
Must Bring
Rocercord

I

MURRAY STATE'S GOT TALENT;
April 30
Wrather Museum
7:30 p.m.
*Free Admission Bring Cons
For Needline
Sponsored by CAB: Contact jrobin .phelps@gmail.com for more information .

1
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Expert lectures about Lincoln's legacy
Ashlee Cobb
Staff writer
Richard Norton Smith, an
acclaimed historian and
speechwriter, spoke Tuesday
night about former President
Abraham Lincoln's views and
politics.
Smith, a graduate of Harvard University, serves as the
ABC News Presidential Historian after helping to establish the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and
Museum in Springfield, 111.
Smith came to Murray State
as tbe University continues
celebrating Lincoln's 200tb
birthday with his lecture, "A.
Lincoln at 200: The Measure
of aU Presidents," a press
release stated. Smith gave the
lecture on the anniversary of
the night Lincoln was assassinated.
In Lovett Auditorium,
Smith discussed Lincoln's
views on politics and religion.
He explained to all in attendance the legacy the late pres-

ident left America.
"Lincoln is the president by
whom all other presidents are
measured," Smith said. "He
sets the standard. Lincoln was
the best politician to ever
occupy the White House,"
Lincoln is a president
veiled in mystery, Smith said.
Smith lectured on the much
debated political world Lincoln threw himself into.
"Lincoln lived in a world of
his own, one of political ambition," Smith said. "Mary
believed in him · for she lived
in that world as well If there
wasn't a Mary, then there
would not have been an Abe."
The marriage of Lincoln
and Mary Todd has been
under scrutiny for the past !50
years by scholars, historians
and politicians alike. Lincoln's
marriage worked more like a
political partnership than a
conventional husband and
wife, Smith said.
"Mary had political ambitions and lived vicariously
through Abe," Smith said.

"Lincoln was a whole foot
taller than Mary, and he used
the expression to describe
them as 'The long and the
short of it,' which did not
please Mary. They were like
silk and sandpaper."
Lincoln did not epitomize
the common president, Smith
said. He used his own diction
and made his own rult'S
regarding his life in the White
House.
"Lincoln once commented
that presidents live in a bubble, cutting himself off from
the people he is accountable/'
Smith said. ''To remedy this,
Lincoln opened the White
House doors for two hours a
day t<> let people off the street
enter his office. He also used
phrases his peers in office
were not accustomed with,
such as 'sugar-coated'. Lincoln said everyone knows
what that means."
Lincoln lived hls life in a
constant str uggle with his
own cultural values and society pressures, Smith said.

Richard Norton Smith discusses Abraham Uncoln's life during the Presidential lecture Series Tuesday night.
"There were two civil wars
thot affected Lincoln," Smith
said. "One war was the War
Between the States, but the
other war was fought in Lincoln's head between his constitutional principles and legislative powers. He outgrew

the racist culture into which
he was born and lived.''
Politics is the art of persuasion, Smith said, and Lincoln
was the original great communicator.
"leaders uphold timeless
principles,'' Smith said. "He

embraced the nation with the
mindset of granting social
equality. Lincoln practiced
politics that elevated rather
tl1an divided." •
Ashlcc Cobb can be
reached at asillcc.cobb@

murraysratc.edu.
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Opinion Editor: Clayton Vertrees
Phone: 809-5873

.

Our view

~

Rock the vote
Student government elections are the time to stand up and be heard
The staff editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Murray State News.
April means fall scheduling, taxes, tuition
forums and a bunch of fools. It also brings a
crucial time in campus business: student government elections.
Student Government Association, the
multi-faceted organization governing the University. serves several purposes: It unites
campus groups into a collective body; holds
weekly meetings to discuss campus issues and
invites the public to attend, opening the door
to direct communication with the students it
represents; and is also a liason between students and the campus administration.
But there is more to SGA than just its executive officers. Those same officers are part of

the student Senate, which gathers representatives of each academic college, residential college and branch of the student government
organization. It even includes spots specifically for freshmen and extra representatives.
Do you like when organizers bring concertS
to Murray State? SGA's Campus Activities
Board takes your suggestions and turns them
into reality.
Do you have a bone to pick about a parking
ticket you received? SGA's Judicial Board handles the campus' judicial proceedings.
Do you take issue with a residential college
rule or have an idea for an inter-residential
competition? Take it to the Residential Col·
lege Association, another section of SGA pertaining to the University's residents.

Local, state and federal elections are
delayed by four years to allow major changes
time to work their magic. At the collegiate
level, we can sec change immediately. right
before our eyes and during our undcrgrad.
Most crucially, by voting for SGA president,
students usher in their own representative on
the Board of Regents - someone who can
bring a student's perspective to a group of
instructors and administrators. Sometimes,
that one perspective is all that is needed to
remind the board members of the thousands
of young lives their decision impact.
The News advocates students exercising
their right to choose student government
leaders because if they decide not to vote for
SGA, they forfeit their right to complain about

its decisions. Complaints are hollow, voting is
action. SGA is specifically a vehicle through
which students fulfill their right - and duty to choose their own peer leaders.
To vote, students should follow Links on
Racernet or SGA's Web site, msusga.com. Stu·
dents must use their PIN to log in and can
only vote once. Voting starts at 9 a.m. Monday
and ~nds at 9 a.m. Wednesday, with the voting
site shutting down 5-11 p.m. each evening for
regular maintenance.
Students needing more information about
SGA can visit its Web site. To receive specific information about this year's SGA elections, call the SGA office at 809·6951 or visit
the University calendar on Murray State's
mainpage.

what do you think•••
J

are you going to vote in the SGA election?

I

"Yes. I feel it is important for the students
to be involved in the political workings of
the school."
Samantha Doran • Mayfield, Ky•
freshman

•

"Probably not. I don't have any informa·
tion on the candidates or voting times."

Amanda Davenport • Denton. Texas
sophomore

2 0

"Yes. I feel like the SGA affects the life of
the student body.''

Wes Smith • Dawson Springs, Ky.
junior
Lauren Bell/The New5

Your voice

Letters
Aid is misused by undeserving students

Library resources need restructuring now

Warren

Edminster
Warren Edminster is
an associate professor
of English and philosophy and Honors Pro·
gram director.

I

I.

,,

I
I
II

Our library is 80 years old.
Did you realize that? The only
library ever funded in Murray
State's history was built in the
Hoover administration. It holds
a fraction of our books, it has no
elevators. it leaks and most of
the lights can only be turned on
at the electrical panel.
Ahh - I sense the prescient
among you realizing I am talking about Pogue Library, that
gorgeous but antique columned
building covered b'y ivy - you
know, the one across from
Vitello's. "What about Waterfield?" you may ask. Simple:
WATERFIELD LIBRARY IS
NOT A LIBRARY! Or, to be
more precise, Waterfield was
never designed to be a library,
does not have the proper layout
or space or atmospheric controls to be a traditional library
(i.e. book repository) and cannot be fitted with the electrical
and informational hardware
needed to make it a decent
modern library. Waterfield is a
1950s student union building. In
the 1970s, then-President Curris longed for a more stylish,
Normandy bunker-like student
union building, so he built the
Curris Center instead of a
library and dumped Pogue's
extra books into Waterfield. It
may have seemed like a practi·
cal solution, but as a library,

the news
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY
2609 University Station

Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071·3301
E-mail: thenews@murraystate.edu
Fax: 809-3175

thenews.oro

Waterfield is perfectly awful!
The heating and cooling systems don't work properly, and
when they do work, 20 percent
of the library space roars and
rumbles. There isn't enough
room for the books; a large
number are still shelved over at
Pogue. Mold is a serious prob·
lem. The electronic informa·
tional architecture is constantly
taxed. To be perfectly frank, it's
a dump. I'm almost ashamed to
have my book housed there.
Don't think I'm blaming
facilities management, who do
a great job keeping our older
buildings pleasant places to
work and study. In the case of
Waterfield, it's just like putting
lipstick on a pig. Nor am I casting aspersions on our library
staff, those angels of mercy
who work so hard to make my
life easy. Cindy Clark, for
example, should be considered
by the Vatican for sainthood.
We have the most helpful and
dedicated staff of all the
libraries around the world I've
ever worked in or visited. In
fact, it is an enormous testa·
mcnt to our professional and
innovative library staff that
most of us don't realize how
seriously backwards the facilities we have given them to
work with really are. It's long
past time to put them in a post·
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Money. money, money, money ... muh-nay. And if you aren't
humming along now, you're just lame. Moving on.
Among the hullabaloo about ghost roommates last week, no
one seemed bewildered by the fact some "poor college kids"
can afford to Jive in two places. Compounded by the triplewhammy of a floundering economy, failing banks and rising
tuition, my bewilderment becomes something more along the
lines of embitterment. Is it fair that some parents pay the dou·
ble residential college rate while their spoiled slutty Susan
shacks up on 16th Street?
(Disclaimer: Susan living on 16th Street is a complete fabri·
cation used only for exemplifying and alliterating hyperbole.
I'm certain all those in said "Susan's" position are very sweet
girls, but spending the majority of a college career single and
pinching pennies fuels the jolly green giant of jealousy who
sometimes says mean things.)
Still, it's a free country (we're not socialist yet, Mr. Obama)
and no one should say what someone else should do with their
(or their parents') money.
Scholarships and financial aid. on the other hand, are anoth·
er deal altogether. This is potential money that could go into
your pocket, gas tank, tuition, text books or rent. You should
care where it's going, and you should scorn any slacker to
whom it may be going. lf some students aren't serious about
post-secondary education. no one else should be footing their
bill. Therefore everyone who fails a class or earns ridiculously
low GPAs should pay back whatever money they received in its
entirety. Barring medical or family catastrophe, if it didn't
come out of their personal family pocket, it should go back to
the University and be redistributed to those with demonstrated merit - not simply those who fall under a cenain income
bracket or within a certain minority category.
It's called responsibility, people. Whoa, I know that's six syllables, but hang in there, you'll get it someday.

Great Depression facility where
their talents can truly shine.
You're thinking "Sure, we
need a new library, but not
when our budget is so tight and
tuition keeps rising." This is a
common and logical reaction,
but it fundamentally misunderstands state appropriations.
Capital construction projects
like libraries are drawn from a
completely different funding
pool than state support for our
operating budget. For example,
when we received capital con·
struction funding for the Biology building, it had zero effect
upon our general operating
budget. Had the state denied
our request, Murray State
wouldn't have received an additional penny and those capital
construction dollars would've
been sent to another university.
Asking the state to fund a
new library will not affect our
operating budget in any way.
Moreover, the appropriations
process takes a long time. If we
want funding approval in four
years, building to start in six
years and a completed new
library in eight, we need to start
analyzing our needs and com·
ing up with a proposal NOW. If
we wait, some sman aleck 10
years from now will start a letter to the paper with, "Our
library is 90 years old ..."

- Charlie Cor, Elizabethtown, Ky.
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(from top left) Student Government Association mugshots by Courtney Crain/ The News.· Ashley
Hayes cutout by Rick Burres/The News; video camera graphic by Misty Hays/The News. (sidebar
from top) Call of Fame graphic by Misty Hays/ The News: Face Off graphic courtesy of textually.org:
Day in the life of picture by Nate Brelsford/contributor; weather graphics by Kristen Miller/The
News; weather information courtesy weather.com
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Face Off

Simply
Put

Is Murray State's campus safe?
YES
NO
Campus unites
to ensure safety
for all
During my three years at Murray State, I have constantly heard
students exprC!;S gratitude that
Murray is a safe and quiet town
and has a campus where students
feel secure and free from harm.
Almost every student I have spoken with about safety feels free to
pursue academic and nonacademic interests.
Due to horrible events on other
campuses, Murray State had to
reconsider the safety of its students and faculty, appropriately
so. The aforementioned events
were devastating to the students
on those campuses, the families of
those students and the U.S. as a
whole.
Although these tragic events
have occurred on other campuses,
it's worth noting Murray State
does an amazing job offering students ample protection and safety, while ensuring they are still
able to enjoy and explore campus.
There is a fine balance in offering
security and giving elbow room.
Murray State plays this balancing
act well in a variety of ways.
Murray State Police can be seen
around the clock, patrolling the
campus by foot and car. Racer
Patrol offers students an escort if
the student, for any reason, feels
unsafe while walking on campus.
The Murray Police work in very
close tandem with the Murray
State Police. One of my closest
friends has a step-parent who
once worked with the local police.
He often recalled being impressed
with the Murray State Police and
said its employees are highly
skilled and trained.
Sadly, the specific deeds of
those who protect us often go
unnoticed. This past Valentine's
Day, the Murray city and Murray
State police arrested an intoxicated man possessing a handgun on
campus. Thankfully, both squads
arrived quickly and handled the
situation perfectly.
We are kept safe by the more
obvious Murray State Police and
also a myriad of underlying factors. Faculty have bent over backwards to ensure students in the
classroom are free from potential
harm. Some instructors lock the
door just before class begins. I
understand this can be frustrating
for students who arc late (I am
usually late at least once a week).

Holes in security
too important to
overlook

_Clay Brigance
is a junior from
Beechmont, Ky.

But this kind of action ensures no
one can enter the classroom without someone opening the door
from the inside.
Resident advisers and directors
also do an incredible job ensuring
dorm-dwellillg students are as
free as possible from harm. Richmond, my former dwelling, has
two side doors that arc locked on
the outside, and it is forbidden to
allow .anyone through these
doors. The RAs and RD at Richmond have always done a fantastic job keeping an extra eye on
cameras spying on these doors.
Speaking from personal experience, my friends and r have been
caught in the act. The RAs I have
met and befriended take their job
seriously. I believe our faculty
and fellow students should be
appreciated for what they do to
keep other students safe.
Many factors contribute to our
security. For example, the compassionate people at the Psychological Center, which offers free
therapy to students and faculty
with a wide range of needs, also
contribute to our safety by potentially intervening on those who
may commit violent acts.
Although safety and. security
can never be guaranteed, Murray
State continues to do an amazing
job in allowing us the freedom to
enjoy our college experience
while offering us protection from
harm.

Since my first semester on campus in the fall of 2007, Murray
State has been a safe college to
attend.
The resident advisers and desk
workers do an excellent job making sure they are consistent in
checking Racercards when students enter the building, and are
solely responsible for providing
authority and protection in the
dorms.
Along with the RAs. Murray
State Police arc a great part of this
school's safety. They literally
work around the clock to make
sure every student lives in a safe
environment.
Whether it is walking their
rounds through the Quad or
cruising in a patrol car around the
residential college circle, they are
working to keep this college safe.
Even so, there are some glitches I
see in the system that need
addressing.
There are instances I have personally seen when a patrol officer
is on duty, parked in front of a
residential college and cutting it
up with students at the front desk
for 30 minutes at a time.
Think of it this way: If every
police officer in this town were
allowed to stop their shift to have
a conversation with friends, Murray would not be a safe place to
live.
Also, a select few of the dormi-

The best alternative to
plans aftergraduation

Justin Schuring

is a sophomore from
Murray.

tories do not monitor their back
doors as well as others do. Some
require you to enter through a
main entrance where the front
desk can see you. Others allow
residents to enter through the
back door as well, which is
unsafe.
There are some cameras
installed in those areas, but what
good do they do? Not every student who enters through those
doors is a resident of that college.
If we are going to enforce
checking students in and out, we
need to be consistent in every res·
idential college. 1 say all or nothing. Being mediocre on students'
safety in the residential colleges
seems pointless, and we need to
have common ground on what is
required for entering and exiting
the buildings.
There is another issue needing
attention. Both Regents and Hart
Hall have very convenient and
highly utilized coffee shops. But
in Regents, desk workers are permitted to allow non-residents into
the building through the front
door to let them enjoy the coffee
shop, which is great.
But there is a slight problem. In
the lobby, there is a doorway to a
staircase leading to the residential parts of the building. This
doorway is monitored by a camera seen by a student at the front
desk.
But how is it possible for one
desk worker to monitor this camera and three others, check students in and out, check the mail
plus any other duties his or her
work may entail? A responsibility
overload is what I would call it.
In Hart College, the doorway is
locked and access is not an
option. This denial of access
should be no different in Regents.
Anyone could be a danger and,
unbeknownst to the desk worker,
could enter through that doorway
and harm the residents.
Again, Murray State University
is a very safe college. The RAs,
desk workers and Murray State
Police do a wonderful job at making it one of the best. But if we are
going to try and make this the
safest college, we need to address
the above issues and make sure
every student is comfortable
while living here on campus.
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What students lack
in "employment" folgraduation
lowing
they have the unique
opportunity to make
up for in possible life
experience.
As staunch as friends
or family may seem on
the importance ' of
Clayton
gainful employment,
Vertrees today's graduates have
something other classes lacked: nothing to lose.
Typically, when students have to present their 37-year plan, they stumble over
themselves or show even the most subtle
indications of fear.
Maybe your field has decided to hold
off on hiring employees for the next 10
years. or you still worry a particularly difficult class may come between yourself
and a priceless sheet of paper. Whatever
students' situations, they almost always
seem to exude doubt when accounting for
the rest of their life.
Unfortunately for many graduates,
i~terested friends and family members
can smell fear.
In most situations, students respond to
ridiculous questions with an equally
absurd response to continue the joke. But
when somebody asks graduates how they
plan to spend the rest of their life, the
rules no longer seem to apply.
For the times in which nothing short of
"I'll be rich by August," falls short, look
toward creativity.
In all honesty, I seriously doubt anybody really expects 2009's graduates to
have an impressive answer anyway.
Unless you have already begun a small
business or have been admitted into a
renowned medical program, few responses will really stir interest.
People ask you about your plans following graduation to carry on tradition.
Still. many students feel pressure to not
fall short of a question with no real cor·
rect answer. \
But what happens if graduation caught
you by surprise? You have not made any
plans or heard back from anybody about a
job and you still want to impress those
interested in your future.
Say you plan to "take some time off."
Completely bypass the immediate need
to summarize your college achievements
in a single job position and talk about
your plans to take some time and find •
your place in the world. Appeal to the
deep desire within almost every working
person to escape and live in complete.
vagabond freedom for a year or two.
Tell those who ask that instead of
springing right into the standard nine-tofive, you have decided to just kind stretch
your legs while still young and see what
all life has to offer. Go on to say that as a
relatively young and relatively unattached graduate, you would appreciate
the chance to experience the world
before you have to settle down.
After all, nothing says "recent graduate
with a good head on his or her shoulders"
like a holy fear of a calm lifestyle riddled
with habit and mortgages.
Weave a glorious tapestry of possibility
through images of limitless possibility.
Take your inquisitor on a fantastic journey brimming with color that proves
what you l~ck in an immediate, monetary
future, you more than make up for in a
refreshing outlook toward the world.
Most can tell within the first few words
if somebody has decided to lie and can
immediately spot a success-driven lie.
People tend to have much less experience
dealing with borderline delusional
accounts of the next step in somebody's
life.
When you give a false account of your
future plans you also run the risk of drawing from a small pool of well-known success stories. Imagine the humbling turn
in the conversation when your plans jog
the memory of your listener and you
actually have to cite the inspiration for
your lie.
And you never know, even if you had
not necessarily made the plans, tales
about global adventure may inspire real
world pursuits.

Clayton Vertrees can be reached at
~, .;

james.vertrees@murraystate.edu.

Write to us
The Murray State News welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor. letters should be 300 words or less. Contributors should include phone numbers for
verification. Please include hometown, classification and title or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State
News reserves the right to edit for style, lenoth and content. All contributions should be turned in Wednesday of each week via e-mail or thenews.org.
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Students reme~ber ISmvey gtuges priority
V-tech shootings
Jessica Perez
Staff writer

RoblD Phelps
A!isistant News Editor
It was only two years ago on
Aprill6 people across the country
were stunned as they watched
coverage of the Virginia Tech
shootings on the news.
This event not only caused a
mass upheaval of vigils and wave
of emblems, symbols and Facebook profiles posted by students
supporting the Virginia Tech
community, but left a number of
university administrators questioning the preparedness of their
own institutions.
Rethinking the means for how
students, faculty and staff receive
information, Murray State bas
made several changes.
Since the Virbrinia Tech shootings, the University has takl!n several steps to ensure students safety.
According to the Public Safety
Web site, the first includes the IP
Phone system. This mass notification system, distributed across
campus in residential colleges,
classrooms and offices notifies
students of impending danger.
A Cisco Systems product, the

"It was hard to believe that
could happen ... You just feel
like it would be safe, but
when something like that
happens, reality sets in."
-jana Ulrich
sophomore
Paducah, Ky.
IP phones alert, warn and caution
all in range through audible messages shown on the phone's
screen.
In addition to the IP Phone Sys·
tern, Murray State's Office of
Environmental Safety and Health,
in conjunction with Public Safety,
is ('ncouraging students and faculty to view the Shots Fired video.
This video bas tips on how to
stay out of harms way when a
shooter appears.
The video advises students,
upon hearing gunshots ftred, to go
to the nearest room or office and
lock or barricade the door.
Next, students should cover

Paducah
·natives
vie for
secretary
pos~tion

doors and windows, turn off
lights and remain quiet in the
room. The video cautions stu·
dents not to panic and avoid
answering the door.
Jamesha Rhodes, sophomore
from Louisville, Ky., said she
found the video useful.
"It shows you what to do and
how to avoid the attacker."
Rhodes said. ur think if something
were to happen, everyone would
get the information."
Jana Ulrich. sophomore from
Paducah, Ky., said the events of
Virginia Tech were surreal to her.
"It was hard to believe that
could happen," Ulrich said. "You
feel so safe and it's such a routine
to go college and you just feel like
it would be safe, but when something like that happens, reality
sets in."
Despite the strides Murray
State has made, Ulrich said she
still remains cautious of potential
scenarios similar to Virginia
Tech.
Said Ulrich: "I feel like no matter what, I'm still going to have
that fear in the back of my mind."
Robin Phelps can be reached at
robinj,phclps@murraystate.edu.

Asblee Cobb
Staff writer
Three Paducah natives and
members of Murray State's Greek
life are contending for the posi·
tion of SGA Secretary.
Sophomore Peydon Harned
said he brings ~xpcrience from
Greek life and from his position of
SGA Senator at large.
·Harned's leadership positions
include alumni chair for his fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon, and
SGA Senator-at-large.
He has also served as a big
brother in Murray's Big Brother,
Big Sister program. Harned said
he brings a particular b('nefit to
the executive position.
"I bring a unique advantage to
the secretary position because I
am an Organizational Communi-

In just two minutes, students along
with faculty have the chance to influence
future changes made to Murray State.
The Quality Enhancement Plan Steering Committee has developed a survey
giving faculty, students and even alumni
an opportunity to voice their opinions
and a chance to help change the University.
Murray State is accredited by the
Southern Associate of Colleges and
Schools and its five-year follow-up report
is due in the spring of 2010.ln preparation
for tlili; report, a brief survey consisting of
only four questions was developed to
highlight the selected topic by surveyors
that will improve student learning in the
future.
The topics open for ranking in this survey range from community engagement,
critical thinking, cultur al diversity, information literacy and written commuoication.
Bonnie Higginson, associate provost
for academic programs, she said she is
very excited about this survey.
"We are very interested in finding out
and learning about the opinions of faculty, students and alumni concerning the
five possible topics which will be empha·
sized over the upcoming years," Higginson said.
By taking two minutes during the day
to participe in this survey faculty, stu·
dents and alumni have the chance to rank

cations major," Harned said. "As
an Or[ot. Com. major, 1 study the
way meetings are held and how
they work. which will give me an
advantage when taking minutes
during meetings and distributing
them."
The secretary position does not
allow for much reform, but
Harned said he hopes to improve
on the precedent set by current
secretary Kirby O'Donoghue.
Junior Amy Houser is no
stranger to SGA senate positions.
Houser served SGA as a senator
for the College of Education last
year.
"As a freshman, I was Hart College Honor Society's social chair,"
Houser said. "I am also involved
with NSSLHA and 1 am Alpha
Omicron Pi's corporations offi·
cer."

Don't Break Your Bank Just To Live In Luxury.

Houser said she believes her
experience in various organizations will help her bring a new
perspective to SGA.
W ith fewer hours on her schedule next semester, she can take on
more responsibility. she said.
"I am involved in big and small
organizations," Houser said. "Part
of the reason 1 wanted to be the
secretary is because 1 wanted to
help all of the organizations have
representation in SGA."
Freshman Abigail Kursave is a
newcomer to SGA, but not to
leadership positions and involvement among campus organiza·
tions.
The sorority Alpha Gamma
Delta, the American Society of
InteriOr Design and the Institute
for Engineering and Technology
ambassadors are some of the
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various listed topics on
importance
and
whether or not they
think the improvement
is needed in that spe·
cific area.
This gives the QEP
Steering Committee an
opportunity to evaluate the areas the University needs improvement.
Thomas Krones.
Higginson
graduate student from
associate
Carterville, Ill., highly
provost for
encourages participat·
academic
ing in this survey.
programs
"We made it short
for a reason, and this is a great way for
students to get their voice heard and have
input on something that is important and
that will directly affect the academic life
of the University," Krones said.
Higginson said she hopes the survey
will create a better future for Murray
State.
"Even though this is a requirement for
accreditation for this institution, I also
see this is a great opportunity for people
at Murray State to embrace something
that they truly care about," Higginson
said.
The survey is available starting Monday through April 27. Students may find
links for this survey on the University's
homepage and Racernet.
jessica Perez can be reached at jessica
pcrez@murraystatc.cdu.

w/th

organizations Kursave is current·
ly an active participant.
Kursavc said her biggest reason
for joining SGA is the support she
wants to give Murray State.
"I want to support Murray State
while being a good role model for
other students and help them get
involved on campus," Kursave
said.
Organization, friendliness and
hard work are the qualities she
can bring to the SGA table, Kur·
save said.
''I moved around so much
growing up that I am used to
being friendly and outgoing," Kur·
save said. "I have wanted to be in
SGA since coming to college, so I
would try my hardest as SGA secretary."
Ashlee Cobb can be reached at
ashlcc.cobb@ murraystate.cdu.
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Professor
returns
from
Iraq
.

Across campus
Eal'th week . . . . 8feeD tips
Cinema International will ShOW a "Mountain·
top Removal" ac 7-.30 p.m. today in the Curtis

Brittany Andrews
Staff writer

Center '~'healer.
English professor Sue Sroda recently
returned from Iraq after conducting a training
program for Iraqi English teachers.
Approximately 40 people joined her on April
9, in Faculty Hall to hear about her experiences. Sroda showed a PowerPoint presentation, featuring pictures and videos from her
trip. The presentation was followed by a question and aru,'Wer session.
Peter Murphy, director of the University
Studies Program and associate professor in the
department of English and philosophy, attended Sroda's presentation to support his colleague. Murphy enjoyed hearing about Iraq
from a different perspective.
"The American sense of Iraq is that all it is a
war zone, and lhe only people who are going
there are part of the armed forces," Murphy
said. "It's great hearing about this country we
invaded from someone other than the right
wing news.''
Sroda, graduate coordinator of the Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages program, spent five days in an embassy facility
working with Iraqi teachers on teaching.
Sroda taught the communicative approach, a
method that uses classroom activities focusing
on meaningful communication and integrated
skills methods, which mixes skills in areas of
speaking, reading and writing.
In a country that is focusing on post-war
recuperating and rebuilding, Iraqi teachers
face a particular set of obstacles such as overcoming interruptions by the war and large
class sizes, Sroda said.
While the postal system is not yet rebuilt,
the school systems are up and running.

Murray Environmental ,Student Society will
host a. cookout aad bike raftJ:e fto= 10 a;.m. to 2
p.m. Monday on the• Carr Health lawn.
,
There ~ · a GreQ. Home Wol'kshQp wtth
Chuclc Ethrsam.from 5:30 to¢30 p.m. Apfil20 in
Alexander dall rQOm ~.

Yard sate for IJQPP~es.ldtteas
The Calloway COunty HUD'UlJle. Society will

have a c<lmmunitY·wid.e yatcl Ale ftom 10 a.m..
to 6 p.m. today• and from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m. Satur-

day.
'J1le yard

js in the CatlQWay C®nty Libracy
Annex.
Custbm pet identification
can be made
a.nd,.purchased for $3 •at the yard sale.
Donations are accepted and volunteen are

taP

welcome.
For more. informatlc:m ca11759-1884.

Orchestra seeks strb. players
Sue Sroda wears protective gear while riding In a helicopter in Iraq.
Recently, lraq revised its English curriculum,
lowering the age at which students enter Eng.lish classes from seventh grade to fourth grade.
Sroda works with the teachers to come up with
and adapt current methodologies fitting their
particular needs.
The last day of the training session area Iraqi
students had the opportunity to interview
American military and members of the state
department, Sroda said. Due to their exposure
to American media and television, the students
are very knowledgeable of American idioms

The Murray State Orchestra is seddng new
ptay~rs. Anyone interested is invjted to attend
and pop culture.
While Sroda enjoyed working with the Iraqi t~ concert 8 p:Dl., ~ itt LOvett .AuditQteachers and students, she said she enjoyed rium.
visiting the site Of ancient Babylon, where she ' The event ill free. For more irif'Ormation call
bad the op(:lortunity to view the Gate of Ishtar, 809-~SS. or:, email su~jean.p,~murraystate.
erected by Nebuchadnezzar rr, along with the edu.
6,QOO year old statue of the Lion of Babylon.
"This is the place where western civilization
basically started," Sroda said. "Every major ScholarS Week~
religion has some major tie to Babylon."
Scholars week is Monday through Friday and
Brittany Andrews can be reached at brittany. offers a variety of events that ahowcues the
andrews@murraystate. edu.
camp\UI'& be$t.
;rhe- Sigma Xi ~r comped~ion b, Monday

•t

in the Curtis Center Ballroom.
• PoSter set-up is from 9 a.m. te noon :and judg·
ing is from noon to 4- p.Dt.
The awarQ$ r~tion reception for ff'CU}ty
and staff is from ~ tt> 5-.3o p.m. Tuesday ln the
said he is focused, organized and F.aC\llty Club.
diligent regarding the position of
The Freshman Readibg hpedenee Essay
treasurer.
Contest winner's seulon ia from 3:$0 to 4:30
"Starting in January, I sort of p.m. Thursday in the Ohio Room of the Curris

Treasurer candidates calculate election
Ashlee Cobb
Staff writer
Both Student Government
Association treasurer candidates
bave previous experience dealing
with money, within other organizations and within their own
lives.
Meagan Pember, sophomore
from Murray, started working as a
treasurer in her high school and
continued the job in her college
career.
"I am in my first full year as the
Hester College rep for SGA,"
Pember said. "I am the treasurer
for Hester College's Residential

College Council and college head
assistant.''
Pembers is an accounting major
who said sb,e is well organized
and dependable.
"l work hard on my own
finances and records," Pember
said. "Being organized with your
own money is something everyone should do for themselves. I
am dedicated to the position of
treasurer and I will work hard to
get stuff done.''
Pember said she encourages
everyone to vote for the candidate they think will do the best.
"Everyone running this year bas
done an amazing job," Pember

said. "Everyone deserves to be
elected."
Kent Willet, sophomore from
Newburgh, Ind., also is no
stranger to the demands of treasurer.
Willet said he is involved in
many other student organizations
while performing the duties of
treasurer for his fraternity, Sigma
Phi Epsilon.
"1 want to push myself further
in representing the students and
excelling in a leadership position,
which r can definitely do in SGA,"
Willet said.
Looking to last year's treasurer,
Jonathan Raj, as a guide, Willet

began shadowing treasurer.
Jonathan Raj, to get a feel for the
position," Willet said. "He did
way more than SGA asked of him.
"Jonathan was involved in the
community by attending city
council meetings while attending
all of the required SGA meetings.
He even sits in for Kara when she
asks him to. I want to follow his
example ln the campus and community."
Ashlee Cobb can be reached at
ashlee.cobb@murraystate.edu.
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Light the Way to a.Cure!
.... ..
RELAY
Relay For Life
Luminaria Ceremony

Fri., May 1, 2009 9 p.m.
Stewart Stadium

FOR LIF£

Luminaria Order Form

•

$5.00 Minimum Donation Requested Per Luminaria
Light a luminaria in MEMORY of a loved one or friend who has lost his or her battle with
cancer or to HONOR a loved one or friend who is a survivor or to SUPPORT a caregiver.
Memoriallu.minaria are a symbol of HOPE for future cancer patients. Survivors' luminaria
are a symbol of HOPE for their today and many tomonows, Each luminaria will be
personalized with the name of the person being remembered or honored. The luminaria
will line the track and be lit for the
Luminaria Ceremony at 9 p.m. on May 1. Join us for this special event!
C In Honor of
0 In Memory of
Please use one fonn per person.

0

In Support of a Caregiver

Name

------------------------------------------------------------Please pnnt clearly

Your Name

--------------------------------------------------------

Address______________~~------------------------------------City/State/Zip - ---------------------------------- Daytime Phone_ _ __
Donation Enclosed$------ Total number of luminaria bags for this person _ _
0

Cash

0 Check made payable to American Cancer Society

0 Read name dunng luminaria ceremony at Relay or 0 Not necessary to read name during ceremony

CJ No acknowledgment necessary

or

0 Send acknowledgment card to:

Name
Address_____________________________________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------

City/State/Zip_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Please mail Luminaria Order Fonn and donation to

Relay For Life, 100 N. 5h St, Murray, KY 42071
or return to The Murray Bank. For more luminaria information, contact Carol Sims
270-753-1578.
CANCER SURVIVORS:

To pick up a shirt, you must pre-register by April JS'. Call Melissa at 270-382-2613.
You can sign in for the survivor lap at RSEC after 3 p.m. on May lst
Luminaria sponsored by:
I
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Greeks·celebrate 50 years on ca1npus
9

1

Hite said. "We have a whole
weekend
of activities
planned. including a golf
scrambler that Friday morning, a live band playing at
the house and a few dinners
for everyone."
Although this is a milestone for ATO, Hite said the
fraternity is constantly
looking to the future.
"We hope we can be
around for another 50 years
and that they are just as
good as the last 50 years. n
Hite said.
The second fraternity
enjoying their 50th anniver·
sary at Murray State this
spring is Sigma Chi, founded nationally in 1855.
Sigma Chi President
Christian Klaas, senior from
O'Fallon, Ill., said one of the
biggest changes the fraternity has experienced within
the past 5Q years is the addition of a bouse.
"We got a new house 13
years ago." Klaas said. "That
was a major change for people around here. A lot of
our alumni haven't even
seen it yet. To other people,'
the building might look
older, but it was new to us,
so that's all that matters."
Klaas said Sigma Chi will
celebrate its achievement
this weekend with events
for current students and

Amanda Crider
Staff writer
Two of Murray State's
fraternities are celebrating
an important milestone this
year: their 50th anniversary
on the University's campus.
The frrst fraternity cele·
brating this achievement is
Alpha Tau Omega, which
was established nationally
in 1865.
ATO President Jay Hite,
junior from Morganfield,
Ky., said one of the greatest
parts of belonging to this
organization is seeing the
continual change from yearto-year.
"Within my three years,
we've gotten more of a
brotherhood bond," Hite
said. "We go out and eat
with each other. We have
weekly dinners and things.
We have started participating on campus more. Since
I have been here I would say
that winning the Greek
Olympics in 2008 and win• ning Rock-a-Thon in 2007
would be up there too."
Hite said ATO members
are excited about the
anniversary on campus and
plan to commemorate the
event after graduation.
"The weekend of May
16th we are expecting 300 to
500 alumni to show up,"

I

approximately 300 to 500
alumni.
..We are doing a golf tour·
nament on Friday during
the day," Klaas said. "We're
doing a house dedication
ceremony at our house. On
Saturday. there is a second
golf tournament for those
who couldn't make it the
first day, and then on Saturday night, there will be a
dinner and awards ceremo·
ny where we will celebrate
the founding members who
are still alive."
Chapter adviser, Mike
MaxweU, was instrumental
in planning the events for
Sigma Chi this weekend and
said be has enjoyed the role.
"This is a wonderful
opportunity for us to celebrate all the great history
and tradition that the Sigma
Chi fraternity has created in
the last 50 years at Murray
State," Maxwell said in a
press release. "It is time for
us to thank the people who
made it happen, to celebrate
the successes we have
shared over the years and to
look forward to where we
want to go, and what type of
organization we want to
develop over the next 50
years."
Amanda Crider can be
reached at amanda.crider@
murraystate.cdu.
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MyGate makes scQ.eduling debut with minor glitches
Megan Locke
Staff writer
MyGate online schedUling for fall
2009 started April6. Implementation
is going smoothly, despite a few
minor glitches, Registrar Katherine
Kerr said.
"It went .surprisingly well." she
said. "We prepared ourselves to have
more problems than we did."
One of the biggest issues during
the first week of myGate registration
was the system's af?ility to automatically check for class prerequisites,
Kerr said.
The previous way of scheduling
did not screen a student's selected

schedule based on prerequisites.
Kerr said this new feature caused
confusion for many students. Some
students may require an override, in
instances where trouble registering
involves a course substitution or
other special cases, Kerr said.
"It's just different," she said...Students are, a. little surprised that we
are checking for (prerequisites)."
Minor glitches on the myGate system occurred early in the week, but
Kerr said the University addressed
the problems swiftly.
She said the University will handle
issues as each new class signs onto
myGate.
"The first day we found a few little

quirks," she said.
Overall. Kerr said the response to
myGate is extremely positive, even
though many people are still adjusting. She said students are impressed
by the ease of usc.
The myGate scheduling system
also allows the University catch up
with other schools in terms of technology. Kerr said.
.. It just brings us up-to-date with
other schools," she said.
For students or faculty with ques·
tions about myGate scheduling,
there are several places on campus
they can go for support.
"We're here to help," she said.
"We're new at this, but we have

more experience than anyone else."
Nathan Oliver, senior from Hazel.
Ky., scheduled for classes last week.
"Registering for classes online for
next semester was actually very easy
and painless," he said. "The only
thing that bothered me was having to
click on the academics tab. I wish in
the future they would just make a tab
that says registration so it would be
easier to find.
"I was nervous abol,lt how regis·
tering online would
especially
since this is the trial rw:1. for myGate,
but for me at least, it went smoothly.
Now the only question is when I
show up to school on the first day
next semester if I will be shown as

.k

actually registered in those classes."
It only took about five minutes for
Oliver to register, he said.
People needing assistance can get
help by visiting the GoLivel Center,
located in room 304 of the Applied
Science Building.
The GoLivel Center is open from
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. weekdays through
April 24 . The GoLivel Center's telephone number is 809·2394.
The myGate system is currently
only in operation for fall 2009 regis·
tration. Registration for summer
classes is still conducted through
Racer-Touch.
Megan Locke can be reached at
megan./ocke@murraystate.cdu.
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Hayes signs with Connecticut Sun
makes mark in Racer history
Kyle Jlogers

Q; Before the draft, had you heard from any of the franchises?
Were they in contact with you?
A: My agent stayed in contact with various coaches. Just letting
them know about me if they didn't know about me.

Staff writer
Ashley Hayes has provided many firsts for the Murray State
women's basketball program. Whether it is participating in
obtaining the Racers' flrst two Ohio Valley Conference championships or scoring a record 46 points in a single game, Hayes has
thrilled Racer fans for four years.
Last week, Hayes added another Murray State first to her
resume as the first Racer to sign a contract and be invited to a
WNBAcamp.
The Connecticut Sun of the WNBA signed Hayes to a free
agent contract, inviting her to their spring camp to compete for
one of 11 spots on the final roster. Hayes will go down as one the
best plllyers in program history and have a chance to further her
career wearing a WNBA jersey.

Q; When you first found out you had been offered a contract
with the Connecticut Sun, what was your initial reaction?
A: My initial reaction was, what exactly does that mean? When
my agent called me and told me that they had offered a free
agent contract, which means you're going to camp. So I asked if
that was good and my agent said that's just as good as being
drafted. My agent went on to say that some draftees won't even
get to go to camp.
Q; Since your season ended in the WNIT, what have you done
since then to keep yourself prepared for the WNBA?
A:. I've been doing workouts and shooting. Nothing has stopped.
I've kind of taken it to another level. As for preparing, I'm taking
everything at another rate, even from college and pushing
myself everyday.

Q; When you look back at your four years at Murray State, what
will you think about?
A:. I'll think about the greatness l've had as a player and a teammate.

Q; When were you able to talk to Coach Rob C~:oss afte~: you
signed your contract?
A: I talked to Coach Cross the same day. Once 1 found out and
Connecticut called me and welcomed me, I called him. I was
thanking him and he was thanking me.
He was thanking me fo~: the things I did, not only for Murray

Q; Who did you spend draft day with- family, teammates?
A: I was actually in class. I was anxious to get out of class. I was
nervous about what was going to happen. It was mixed emotions
but I was still positive throughout the draft. I wasn't about to get
the channel on cable so I had to watch the updates on wnba.com.

Racer Athlete
State but for him as a coach. I was thanking him for being my
coach, but for talking to WNBA coaches about me.
Q; When you got to Murray State, Coach Cross was an assistant
and he's been here the entire time. Talk about the relationship
you two have.
A: The relationship I have with him is close. He's always been
there for me and in my corner, giving me advice. Since the day I
got an e-mail from him before 1 came here; he hasn't slacked on
me. Even though I'm not going to be with him and he's not going
to be with me next year, he told me that if there's ever anything
I need, to let him know.
Q; You've had some time since you found out you are going to
Connecticut. Have you looked up more on the area?
A:. Yes, I have. After I told everyone I was going to Connecticut,
no one was really sure what city (the camp) was in. So I looked
it up and I hear (the city's) a really nice place and I can't wait to
see it
Q; You did a lot of great things this season, when you look back
on your senior year, what will you think about?
A: I'm going to think about what we accomplished that hadn't
been accomplished. Not only winning the regular season championship but also winning the ftrst round of the WNIT. So those
are the things I'll think about.

Kyle Rogers can be reached ar ky/e.rogers@murraystate.edu.
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Tim's 2·Minute

Dr~ II
· Happy trails to you ...
until we meet again
For all you Tim's 2-Minute Drill addicts,
try to bear with me this week. I know there
a.re a lot of you out there, but I needed the
column to bid my fmal farewells.
Hours and hours with my eyeballs two
inches from the computer screen has led
me to my fmal week as Sports Editor, my
final week in the newsroom and my fmal
week getting to
boss Tim around.
Yes, I can't wait
to
spend
my
Wednesday nights
sleeping, but to
put it simply. I'm
going to miss this
place like our Editor-in-Chief,
Ashley, misses
her Red Bulls.
Mugler
Sports Editor
It's
funny
when you enter
an organization; you see the employees at
face value and make your assumptions.
The people don't seem like your usual
group of friends, so there's no chance you
two could make it work on a friend level.
I remember my first time entering the
n~wsroom, (and it must have been 'a Monday because all was quiet) asking for an
application and walking out thinking,
"Yea, this would be a good experience, but
definitely not my crowd."
Boy was I wrong. Looking back, it
almost pains me to think that I probably
would not have met half of these people if
it weren't for the newspaper ... and to this
day it's hard to imagine what this past year
would've been like without them.
The News is here to teach students how
a newspaper is run, how to write a good I
story, how to successfully manage a staff; 'i
etc., but chances are in a year, I'm not
going to remember how "quarky" Q.ua.rk
express works, or how to import a picture.
1 will, however, remember the times I've
had with the people who make it all hap· I
pen: the staff.
I'll remember the first time I actually
saw my assistant, Tim, in person (after 1
months of talking over the phone to someone whom I pictured resembling a skin- I
nier, dorkier, younger Harry Potter). I will
remember the Murray State News' fashionably late entrances (and fashionably
early exits) at the conferences. I'll remember Clayton, the Opinion Editor, driving
the "cruise liner" home from KPA, wondering all the while why be was chosen to
drive.
I'll remember asking Katelyn, the Production Manager, for absolutely anything,
and her miraculously pulling it out of her
drawer.
I'll remember dominating the sports
staff in pick-em. I'll remember Mr. Kyle "1
can answer any question you have about
the surrounding area and Murray State
Athletics" Rogers, and Mr. Richard "livin
Ia .vida loca" Martin.
. I'll remember the pinwheels, the
unprinted headlines, the FML's and the
Wednesday night "Damn, it's already midnight" groans.
, I'll remember all of these experiences I
have had since working with The News.
and I thank the people for that
The News goes way beyond just teaching students the basics to running a newspaper. It put me in an environment that
forced me to work with these unfamiliar
students that were ultimately the life o r
death of the section.
In my case, that's exactly what happened, and I'm so glad it did.
This year has by far been the most interesting, hectic, awesome, tiring, rewarding
year of my life, and in part I have The
News and its staff to thank for that.
We have our own "newsie" culture in
Wilson ill, made up of some of the most
interesting, unique and hard working people I've bad the pleasure to meet.
I've grown to love this staff, each member in his or her own way, and consider
rnyseU lucky to have people in my life that
make saying goodbye so hard.
I am grateful though, as I wouldn't have
wanted it any other way.

Photo' h)' Rtck Bum--'Tht· Nt'w.'

Teammates look on as junior Marcus Harris runs in a drill at Wednesday's sprinQ practice.

Sophomore Prince NwaQbara Qoes through adrill during a sprinQ practice on Wednesday.

•

:Strong fmish to Racers' spnng:

Alison Mugler can be reached at
alison.mugler@murraystate.cdu.

.

Ricky Martin
Staff writer
After a 2008-2009 campaign in which the Murray State football team won live games, the Racers have completed their spring season, concluding with their annual spring game.
Murray State fmished last season with an overall record of 5-7, going 4-4 in OVC action and a
earning No. 5 finish.
·
Head Coach Matt Griffin said his team has
improved significantly over its 15-practicc spring
schedule.
"We are certainly better," Griffin said. "A lot of
that has to do with the experience of our team.
We are a little bit older, and the biggest concern
for us is just trying to stay healthy ... There's no
question we've gotten better on both sides of the
football. Defensively they've done very wdl en:·
ating problems with their speed. At the 'same
time I think offensively our kids h:Jve done a real
good job adjusting and we arc going to get better."
The Racers are bringing back several starters
in many of the key positions. Sophomore quar-

tcrback Jeff Ehrhardt, junior wide-out Derrick
Townsl'l and junior running back Charlie Jordan
will return to anchor the offensive unit, while the
defense returns a solid core including junior
defensive end Austen Lane, sophomore linebacker Zach Kutch and sophomore cornerback
Harry McCall.
·
Lane, who was named to the Ali-OVC S~.--cond
Team Defense, says the team's strength this sea·
son will lie in its maturity.
"We arc lot more mature," Lane said. "We
aren't making as many mental mistakes this
spring, especially on the defense. Those mental
mistakes have become quite rare in practice. As
far as the maturity on defense is concerned,
everyone is getting in their spots, and now we arc
just having fun."
The team's loses former linebacker Nathan
Williams thic; year. l.ast season Williams challenged opposing offenses, leading the nation (all
divisions) in total ta,;kles, with 179.
Williams was also named OVC Defensive Player of the Year and selected ;ts a ml'mber of the
prestigious Walter Camp Team. Williams fin·
ished fifth for th"' Buck Buchanan award, given

to the nation's top defensive player.
I.ane acknowledged the difficulty in filling
Williams spot in the defense.
"That's a pretty big hole to till," Lane said.•
"But we have Z:tch Kutch and josh McWhcrther,
two middle linebackt.•.rs who have been doing
well for us. As a middle linebacker you are
exrccted to be a leader out there and call the formations and stuff and they arc both doing a great
job right now. We couldn't ask anymore out of
them, they arc doing what they need to do and
they arc playing up to their capabilities."
The Racers were No. 4 in the OVC last season
in total offense and were second in total defense;
however, special teams rank near the bottom in
almost every statistical category involving the
special teams unit.
The Racers will open the 2009-2010 season at7
home against Kentucky Wesleyan with kickoff.
set for 7 p.m.
"I think we have a pretty good football team
right now," Griffin said. "I think this summer
will really determine how good we arc."
Ricky Martin c:an b~ reached at richard.martin
(fr)murr;!ystatc.cdu.

Track, field to host 1st Invitational, breaks records
Staff Report
The Murray State track and field
team will host the first Racer Invitational in half a decade this Saturday at the Marshall Gage Track in
Roy Stewart Stadium.
Murray State University has not
hosted a home meet since April 24,
2004, when the school had the Murray State Racer Twilight Meet.
The last meet featured Tennessee Tech, Memphis, Arkansas
State, Austin Peay, Southern Illinois
University. Bethel College, Middle
Tennessee State University and
Southeastern Missouri University.
Since the last Racer Invitational,
the Marshall Gage Track and
adjoining field facilities have gotten
a major face lift, including the
expensive resurfacing of the ninelane running surface under the
guidance of then Athletic Director
Allen Ward in 2005.
For the f1rst Racer Invitational in
five year!;, Murray State will compete against Bethel College, Rend
Lake College and Ohio Valley Conference rival, Tennessee Tech.
The Rend Lake Warriors kicked
off the outdoor portion of their
track and field schedule two weeks
ago, traveling to Charleston, Ill., to
compete in the Eastern Illinois Big
Blue Classic.
The Warriors had a couple of
top-three finishes at the Big Blue
Classic, including sophomore All·
American Ashley Holmes. finishing
third in the hammer throw with a
toss of 153 feet 10 inches, and sophomore Bethany Kirkpatrick's thirdplace fmish in the 10,000-meter run
with a time of 39 minutes 22.76 seconds.
The Warriors also had two topfive finishes at Eastern Illinois.
including freshman Lilian Lagat's
fourth-place finish in the 5,000meter run with a time of 17:54.48
and the women's 4x400 relay team
fourth-place finish with a time of
4:02.26. Rend Lake College also

PhoiCl (OUrtesy or A~hleigh Myszka

Junior Taylor Crawford rounds the track at acompetition this sprinQ.
competed in the Sea Ray Relays,
hosted by the University of Tenncssce this past weekend, compel·
ing against Tennessee, Kentucky,
UNC Charlotte. Connecticut, and
Virginia Tech. leaving with no top
finishes.
The Racers will also face OVC
rival Tennessee Tech in the Racer
lnvitational. The Gold Eagles arc
entering the Racer Invitational
after an impressive performance
last weekend at the Boston-Moon

Track and Field Classic, hosted by
Tennessee State University.
The Golden Eagles had nine top·
five finishes and seven top-10 finishes at the meet against Tennessee
State, Belmont University, Bethel
College, Western Kentucky, Alabama A&M. Bcllarmine and Middle
Tennessee State.
Tennessee Tech sophomore Ashley Mayhew set a school record in
the hammer throw with a toss of
139'10", giving her a second-place
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finish in addition to her fourthplace finish in the shot put
(40'3.25") and a seventh-place finish in the discus (112'4").
Golden Eagle senior Katherine
Lynn finished second in the high
jump with a jump of5'4" and senior
Keri Light had two third·place finishes in the 800 meter run (2:11U8)
and 3,000m run (10:30.59), in addition to a sixth-place finish in the
1,500m (4:42.18).
The Murray State women's track
and field team are returning home
from an impressive show in Oxford,
Miss., at the Ole Miss Invitational,
where the Racers broke four
records and reached one NCAA
regional qualifying mark.
Senior Sbameka Dial broke· her
own school record in the shot put
with a throw of 47'08.50", enough to .
land her in sixth place and reaching
an NCAA regional qualifying mark,
Dial also had a 15th-place finish iq
the discus with a throw o~
127'01.00".
•
Junior Taylor Crawford broke
the 20-yenr standing school recorl
in the 1.500-meter run with a time
of 4:28.78 and a first-place finish.
Sophomore Katclyn Jones broke a
24-ycar standing school record in
thl' 5,000m run with a time of.
17:20.38 and a second-place finisru
Senior Alicia Tempel broke her.
own school record in the pole vault
with a vault of 11'5.75". enough for 04
sixth-place finish.
Four other Racers set persona!
career bests at the Ole Miss Invitational, and the 4x100·metcr relay
team also set a season best time of
47.40.
The Racer's arc looking to carry
their momentum home with them
and into tomorrow's Racer Invitational. Events begin at 11 a.m. in
Roy Stewart Stadium.
The team is gearing up for the
OVC outdoor championships with
just one more meet at Western
Kentucky before the trip to Eastern
lllinois.
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'Breds drop 6 of last 8

The Great

Outdoors

Greg Waddell
Staff writer

.·•

After losing two dose gaml~s to
Evansville and Belmont on Tuesday
and Wednesday, thl' Murray State
Baseball team will return to the dia·
enond Saturday, traveling to Eastern
!:entucky University for a three·
,arne series.
The Thoroughbreds will play the
Colonels at noon and 3 p.m. on Saturday and noon on Sunday. Murray
itate has stumbled recently, losing
!ix of the past eight games.
~ Head Coach Rob McDonald said
CJ;te team is not dwelling on the
f~cent string of losses. but is
instead focused on Eastern Kentucky.
..We try to take thing.-; day to
day," McDonald said. "l'm more
concerned with do we play well or
not ... we don't dwell in the past.
Each game we talk about things that
we could do better or things that we
do well and Wl~ try to learn from
that and make adjustments as necessary."
Things got off to a rocky start
Tuesday as Murray State (20· 14)
stumbled down the stn.•tch against
Evansville 05-lH). The 'Breds gave
up a grand sl:tm to Greg Wallace in
the eigth inning to cap a six·run
r{llly by the Purple Aces. The Thoroughbreds never threatened after
t4at, falling 11·9.
·The eighth inning :;tartcd out qui·
eJly as Murr••Y State junior pitcher
Matt McGaha (2-l) retired the first
two batters in order, before Alex
Acheson stepped to the plate. After
an Acheson single, a pitch hit Jim
Viscomi and Cody Fick loadt:d the
bases on an error by sophomore
shortstop Zach Noonan. Wallace
followed up the mis..:ue with his
fifth round-tripper of the season.
Noonan led the offense with a
four-for-six performance <tnd an
RBI, while junior outfielder Daniel
Hill added three hits. Freshman
infielder
Jonathan
Craycraft
recorded two hits and RBls.
WcdnL•sday ended with another
loss, in a 4·3 hcartbreaker to Belmont University (20·16), the sixth
in the last eight games.
McDonald said he doesn't think
the team played bad but that it was
just that kind of d:iy.
"It was just Ont! of thtlse' days."
McDonald said. "The wind was
blowing in and for whatewr reason
sometimes they go between people
and sometimes they go ~·t people.
Both teams jiCtually had quite a few
well·hit balls. One here or there for
us, or one less for them and that
would have changed thing ... I didn't
feel like we pbyed bad, we just didn't get enough runs to win."

Spawning is in the air

PhCJtos oy Rick Burrcs/The N(•WS

Senior first baseman Wes Cunnir19ham heads to the dugout after completing a force-out to end the inning.
Murray State (20·15) struck first
as a grounder hit by Hill found its
way into left field, scoring Noonan,
but Belmont responded shortly
thereafter with a three run second
inning. The scoring wasn't over for
the Bruins as a Matt Zeblo single up
the middle scored Brandon McCall.
The 'Breds rallied in the middle
innings, capped by an RBI single up
the middle in the fifth by Jonathan
Craycraft, hut never got any closer
as th ey managed only one hit
through the next three innings.
Bryan Probst and Craycraft led
the way for Murray State recording
one hit and RBI apiece. Lucas Allen
(Q-4) took the Joss for the Thoroughbreds, working 1 and a 1/3
inning while giving up three runs.
The game marks the fifth straight
starters junior first baseman Wes
Cunningham and Tyler Own have
missed due to injury.
Greg Waddell can be reached at

gregory.waddell@murraystare.edu.

1

Senior catcher Daniel Miller and junior outfielder Daniel Hill congratulate each other
during agame this spring.

Women earn 8th top-5finish of season
GregWaddeU

(77+76+83=236) followed closely at 21 and 23,
respectively. Morgan Cross (47th, 81+80+81=242)
and Bethany Yates (63rd, HS+77+85•247).
After a fifth-place finish in the 18 team Eastern
Alex Hinteregger played the tournament as an
Kentucky Spring Invitational Saturday and Sun·
individual and finished in 55th with scores of 82,Hl,
day, the Murray State women's golf team will
and 81 for a total of 244.
return to actio·n next weekend to compete in the
Milkman said she likes her team's chances in the
Ohio Valley Conference Tournament in London,
OVC tournament.
"I feel our chances to win our very good," MilkKy.
The fmish marks the teams' eighth top-five imman said. "The team to beat is Jacksonvjlle State,
ish of the season.
but I do feel that we have the talent to beat them.
Head Coach Velvet Milkman said she is proud of
"Our goal is to go in and win and I truly feel that
her teams consistency this year.
we can be better than they can be for three days
"Winning a golf tournament isn't easy," Milkman
and that's all we have to do. The thing about tour·
said ...Everything has to go your way, and the fact
nament time is you can throw the records out the
that we've competed for almost every title this • window."
year is very encouraging ... l've been pleased with
The men's golf team's consistency matches the
the fmishes that we've had and I think that consiswomen this season, recording nine finishes in the
tency is certainly going to help us next week."
top two, but their last tournumcnt before the OVC
The two-day tournament started quickly for the
championship was less than dcsireable.
Racers as they recorded a two-round total of 624
The men, playing in the University of Kentucky
Bluegrass Invitational, finished ninth out of 17
(315+ 309) to claim fifth, 15 strokes behind first
teams after firing a 911 through three ruunds.
place Central Arkansas. Murray State secured that
spot with a third-round score of 318 for a final total
Mitchell Moore (73+75+78»226) and Nick Newcomb (77+76+73) shared top honors for Murray
of942.
Milkman said she was pleased with the way her
State, tying for 21st place out of a total of 89 participants.
team played.
.. 1 think it was a good tournament for us," MilkChris Griffin posted scores of 76·77-75c:228, to
man said. "1 still don't think we have played to our
finish in 27th while Cameron Carrico (62nd, 82-72potential but was pleased with our finish and the
84=238) and Jared Wolfe (83rd, 86·86·77•249)
good preview of some of the OVC teams. Obvirounded out the field for Murray State.
ously we're able to beat them so that's confidence
The men will prepare for 10 days before teeing
going into the OVC Championship."
off in the OVC tournament in Muscle Shoals, Ala..
Joyce Trus led the way for the Racers, scoring a
at The Shoals Golf Course. The tournament is
Photo wurti!Sy oi Sports lnrormarion
232 (76+78+78), to finish in the No. 10 spot out of
schedult.'l.i for April 27-29.
Junior Megan McKinney takes a swing at a tournament l02 competitors, while Megan McKinney
Gceg Waddell can be reached at
(81+78-+-76.,235)
and
Andrea
Downer
gregory. wadddl@murrayscacc.cdu.
last spring.
Staff writer

..
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The crappie fishing this spring has been
great so far. Better yet, we are slowly but
surely approaching the peak of action.
A string of warm days should push the
water temperatures into comfortable
spawning ranges for the crappie, allowing
the big females should move up shallow t'o
nest. The prospect of catching a mess Of ·
13-plus inch crappie ~
on light tackle has- ~
even a diehard baSs
angler like me putting '
down my baitcast~r ~
and reaching for a
crappie rod.
• 'J
Reports indkatc tl1t1
males have :llrcady
St eve
moved into shallow
Miller
water and arc turnirrg •
Outdoor columnist a darker :;hade, hint.:~
ing the spawning rit· •
ual is upon us. During the spawn, malu '
crappies vigorously defend their nests
from egg predators or ;:~nything they perceive might be a threat to the hatching·
eggs.
· •
If an intruder gets close, the defending
male chases it and 'bites it until it lt•avcs·
the area.
Anglers can take advantage of this·
aggressiveness and the fish's unusual sus-·
ceptibleness to chase lures.
·•
Most crappie caught during this period ·
strike the bait not because it represents
food. but because it bas intruded into their•
nesting territory.
~;
Another fact to remember is spawning •
activity is spread out over a period of time~
Female crappies do not lay eggs at the:
same time, but an individual female may
deposit eggs in batches over a period of•
two weeks.
This assures successful reproduction •
and provides anglers with beneficial shal- ~
low-water fishing opportunitit'S for lt t
longer period.
rncreased rain has the lak~ levels a fc\\1 ·
feet above normal for this time of year; •
Like water temperature, the lake levl'ls '
also factor in to the equation of spawninl;·'
season. Drastic changes in lake levels t'nn •
alter the normal spring routine of crap·
pies.
••·
The crappies will pick nestin8 locations ·
that offer sunlight penetration, protection
from the wind and hard bottom composi- •
tion such as sand or gravel.
• •
The depth where nests arc found cari '
vary considerably, from less than one foot'·
to as deep as 2Q-fcet, but most of the nests ·
will be in one to five feet ofwater. lfthere•
are large fluctuations in water levels, the '
crappie will cautiously drop their egj;S ;
because the possibility of hard drawdown'•
of water will force them to leave thctt'"
nests.
·~
Some anglers are worried the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Tennessee Valk>j'Authority will drop the water levels to ~
normal by manipulating the flow of watct!.
at the dam and unknowingly leave eggs
high and dry - which can affect the future
fishing for years to come.
:>< •
The bigger, wiser fish know all about !
this risk. They will either make their nesr'.
in deeper water so it unaffectt-d by a draw' !
down or they will stage on the fringes
shallow water while the male prepares and
guards the nest.
'
For this reason. it's smart to try fishing ·
deeper areas away from shallow water
beds, sometimes as deep a seven to 15 feet
if you are looking for trophy·si:Led fish and"
not strictly numbers.
It looks like the conditions this week ;~r~·r
tinaUy starting to move in the right direl'-"'
tion for prime crappie fishing. While the '
possibility of cold fronts, changing water•
levels and sunlight filtration may cau~e·
some fish to balk at the task of spawning,
most should be ready to go during the next ·
few weeks.
Just like seeing dogwood trees bloomirtg •'
and witncssinF: turkeys strutting and gob-·
bling, the crappie spawn is an annual rite
of spring.
'
A day spent on the lake under blue skies<
while IDling the cooler with slab crappie to
soon be fried golden brown and on the
dinner table will have a bass fisherman
changing gears for one or two weekends
during the spring. Because that is thC'
effect the crappie spawn has on anr
angler.

or
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Steve Miller can be rc:.1ched
steven.millcr@murraystatc.cdu.
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Tennis hosts ftrst
OVC tournament
EU.zabeth Johnson
Staff writer
Murray State's tennis teams head into the
Ohio Valley Conference tournament this after·
noon, hosting a weekend of matches in Paduc·
ah,Ky. •
Defeating Eastern Illinois University 6-1 and
Jacksonville State 5·2 last weekend, Murray
State's women's team heads into tournament
play with.four consecutive wins to finish regu·
lar season play.
"(Being on this winning streak) is awesome,"
freshman Cassidy Cunitz said. "We've really
pulled it together toward the end in the last
four matches of the season. We're looking
strong going into the conference, so we're
excited."
Junior Angela McGahee, in the No. 1, spot
recorded a 6-4, 6-2 singles victory against EIU
Saturday, but feU 6-4, 6-2 in the Jacksonville
State competition.
No. 2, senior Anne Pennington followed
McGahee with a 6-4, 6-1 win Saturday and a 6·
3, 6-2loss Sunday.
As the No. 1 duo, McGahee and Pennington,
clinched their doubles matches 8-5 and 8-6 on
the weekend.
In the No. 3 spot, Cunitz split her ftrst two
sets against EIU 3·6, 7·5 before falling 10·7 in a
tie-break set. Cunitz took 'the Jacksonville State
match 3-6. 7-6, 7-2, going 10·8 in a pro set.
Sophomore Alexis Webb, in the No. 4 spot,
and juniors Lynsey Bochenek and Lyndsay
Ottosen, at No. 5 and No. 6 respectively, kept
the team afloat over the weekend, winning each
of their matches.
Webb took a 6-4, 6-4 Panther victory and
won 6·3, 7-5 against her Jacksonville State
opponent.
Bochenek prevailed 10-6 in tie-breaker set
after splitting the fir:;t two sets 4-6, 6-4 on Sat·
urday before winning in 10-5 pro set over her
Gamecock rival.
Ottosen closed regular season play with a
perfect 6·0 conference record after winning
due to forfeit and a 6·1, 6-3 victory this weekend.
In doubles, the No. 2 duo of Ottosen and
Webb won both matches 8-4 while the team of
Bochenek and Cunitz took a win by forfeit and
an 8-1 victory on Sunday.
"Doubles is just absolutely solid right now,"
Cunitz said. "We need that doubles point. It
really helps when it comes to deciding a match
and really gives us an extra edge."
In this season's 19 doubles points opportunities, the Racers have taken 15.

Freshman Cassidy Cunitz (top), junior Angela McGahee (left) and senior Anne Pennington
· matches at the Purcell Tennis Courts earlier this season.
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"We played tennis like you a;e supposed to
play for a championship," Head Coach Connie
Keasling said. "It was a great way to end the
season and I hope we can play like that three
more matches.
"We're just going to go in (to the OVC tournament) and put our best foot forward and just
see what happens.'"
The Racer men ended the 2009 regular season last weekend with a 4-3 win over Eastern
111inois University Saturday and a 7-0 loss to
jacksonville State Sunday at the Purcell Tennis
Courts.
The Racers have clinched the No. 4 spot for
the tournament where they face No. 5 Morehead State University at 2 p.m. today.
"It was good to play Oiicksonvillc State) and
get the idea that we're really going to have to
play three really good matches in the tourna·
ment this weekend," Head Coach Mel Purcell
said. "Hopefully, we can win the first match and
at least have a chance to fight for the title. It's
been a couple of years 's ince we made the tour·
nament, so with a new team and .1 new din~c
tion we've done better this year."
No. 3 sophomore Renaldo Domoney kicked
things off for the Racers in singles action with'a
6·1, 6-0 win over his opponent while the No. 1
and No. 2 spots, junior Ben Clos and sophomore Luka Milicevic, each tallied losses for the
Racers falling 6-4, 6-3 and 6-3, 6·2, respectively.
Freshman Jose Berardo split his first two sets
2-6, 6-3 before falling 4·6 in the No. 4 spot.
No. 5 freshman Jorge Caetano and sophomore Jadir Semensin at No.6 each took 6-1. 6!2
victories over their Panther opponents.
In doubles play, the No. 1 duo of Clos and
Berardo battled to a 9·7 finish while Caetarlo
and Semensin went 9·8 in favor of Murray
State. At the No. 2 spot, Milicevic and
Domoney lost 3-8.
"Saturday we went in really pumped up
because we went in k~owing we were against 'a
wall," Clos said...We either had to win or we
weren't going to be playing in the OVC. We
went out there and took care of it. lt was a goo<J
team day, and everyone was psyched. We went
out there and faced a tough team (in Jacksonville State). We fought hard, but they just
got the best of us."
Ranked No. 88 in the nation. jacksonville
State swept the Racers. Returning from an
injury, No. 5 sophomore Mason Johnson was
the only Racer to win a set, splitting the first
two 7-5, ~7before being forced to retire due to
Jacksonville State's lead.
Elizabeth Johnson can be reached at
elizbetha.johnson@murray,<;tatc.edu.
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Each week. The News picks some of the top performances in
Racer athletics. To submit a player for consideration in Hot
Shots, contact Alison Mugler at alison.muglert
murraystate.edu.
•
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Murray State's women's track team shattered four school records at SOlO's Joey Haines Invitational last weekend. (Left) With a time of four minutes 31.90 seconds. junior Taylor Crawford took first place in the 150G-meter run, earn·
lng her OVC Female Track Athlete of the Week and Pepsi Athlete of the Week honors. (Middle left) Breaking the record she previously held, senior Alicia Tempel recorded a distance of 11 feet in the outdoor pole vaull (Middle right)
Senior Shameka Dial tossed 14.51 meters in the shot put, hitting the NCAA regional qualifying mart. (Right) Sophomore Katelyn Jones broke the 5000-meter run record set In 1985 with a time of 4:28.78.
•
Junior lyndsay
Ottosen was
named OVC co·
womens tennis
Player of the
Week. Ottosen
has earned 11
consecutive
singles victories
this spring.

Junior right·handed
pitcher Chris Craycraft
was named Ohio Valley
Conference Pitcher of
the Week after retiring
the first seven batters
and allowing only two
unearned runs on four
hits in the 'Breds 25·2
win over SEMO last fri·
day.

File phmo
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ention Seni

and staff may purchase tickets
department secretary or the
Affairs. For more information
the office at 809-6831 .

NOW SERVING 7 DIFFERENT MICROBREWS.
DIE DECK IS NOW OPEN!
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
HALF OFF CORNHOLE AND $1 PBR.
sxc.hu

WILCOME TO BRINN'81
Complete Automotive Service & Repair Garage

Are you a student?

VOTED MURRAY'S FAVORITE OIL CHANGE
THE PAST 5 YEARS.

I have a research project
I need help with.
The project is this. l need n few carefree (you m11st be carefree). independent
students to help me find one professor who will attempt to answer one question about
specitic historical issue. The question is: "Can you provide. with proof, the name of
one person killed in a gas chamber at Auschwitz?''

RIDES TO CAMPUS
PICK UP I DELIVERY AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

Will you help me find a professor on your campus who will attempt to answer this :
4ucstion? Will you keep me advised of your progress? I can be reached at
:
bradley 1930jcv.yahon...:om
,

BRINN'S
OV&LI.,Y IEaVICE tl:
M~•f=ri.

8 a.m. • 5t30 p.m.

1.88~

~MECHANICS

l understand that the question will be considered controversial by some academics ;
and students alike. You may be charged with ''challenging authority," but it is not
·
illegal to challenge authority on a university campus in a free society. You may have
been told that it is "morally wrong'' to ask this question. Do you think it is? Tell me
why.

IRC.

~t.

If you can find the one professor I am looking for, I'll owe you a beer. At the very

8 a.m... noon

AIC.1D.De--.,., :brakes, all mechanical repaiD etc.
507 S. 12th St.
• Murray
•
270-759.()()03

.
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:
:
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i
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Bradley R. Smith, Founder
Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust

www.codoh.com
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·.Spector found guilty in murder trial

·~

Music producer
.l>hil Spector was
'found guilty of second-degr:ec murder
1n the shooting
death of actress
Lana Clarkson on
•Monday.
Clarkson died of
a gunshot fired in
her mouth as she
sat in Spector's
Phil
mansion in Febru• ary 2003. She met
Spector
•
Spector only hours
:: .., t!arlier at her joh as a nightclub hostess.
::- ;:: Jurors spent about 30 hours in deliber:: :: ation before finding Spector guilty. They
• • • had the option of choosing involuntary
manslaughter, but did not do so. The
panel also found Spector guilty of using a
firearm in committing a crime.
Spector's sentencing is scheduled for
May 29 where he faces 18 years to life in
prison.

•Real World• star leaves for Iraq
· Ryan Conklin, cast member of this season's "The Real World: Brooklyn,"
packed to deploy to Iraq on Sunday.
Conklin. 23. was on the front lines three
' years ago. He rel.!eived his deployment
notice while living in the ''Real World"
' ' house. During the season, his brother
''
called with the news. Conklin's reaction
included denial, disbelief and tears.
"I knew it could happen," Conklin said.
"I really wish it never did, but it did."
Conklin enlisted in the Army at 17,
spurred to take action following 9/ 11. He
voiced his opposition to the war while on
the MTV series.

,.

Ha.sselbeck unharmed in bike accident
Elisabeth Hassel. beck said she feels
fine after getting
hit by a bike while
bailing a cab in
Manhattan.
.
I J? •.~,
The pregnant co·
' host of ABC's The
View joked about
the
hit-and· run
01
incident
on
Wednesday's show,
Elisabeth
• .. saying whatever
:
the courier was car- Hasselbeck
: 4
rying, it must have
• • been delivered on time.
She told viewers after the accident. she
sent a message to her husband. former
NFL quarterback Tim Hasselbeck, then
• posted an update on Twitter to announce:
"The belly is OK."
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•Harry Potter' hits theaters early
~

Harry Potter and his Hogwarts pals are
• heading back to school a little sooner
• than expected.
l
"Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
~
Prince" is now opening July 15. two days
• earlier than its previous release date,
• Warner Bros. head of distribution Dan
Fellman said Tuesday.
This is the second date change for the
• ' sixth installment of in the series. The
, movie was scheduled for last fall until the
• studio bumped it to this July to take
advantage of an open weekend in the
1 busy summer lineup.

••

Foxx apologizes to Mlley Cyrus
Jamie Foxx apologized to Miley
• Cyrus for a radio
routine in which he
urged the Disney
star to "make a sex
tape and grow up."
The incident was
brought up on "The
Tonight
Show''
Tuesday,
where
Foxx
apologized
Jamie
and said he did not
mean it maliciously.
Foxx
Foxx told Jay
Leno he was doing a routine, and said:
• "Sometimes as comedians, you know, we
go a little too far."
Allen claims harassment from company
Actor-director Woody Allen filed new
· legal papers claiming American Apparel
:is harassing him.
• The papers, filed in federal court in
Manhattan on Wednesday, said American
Apparel is trying to expose his family life.
personal fmances and career.
The Los Angeles based clothing company was put on the defensive after Allen.
73, sued the company last year for putting
his image on its billboards in Hollywood
and New York and on a Web site.
A trial is scheduled to begin next
month.

...
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Student faces challenges of neurological disorder
Bee Feldhaus
Staff writer
Resides being diagnosed with
Tourette's Syndrome in 2004,
Nathan Bertsch lives a normal life.
A serious syndrome that is frc·
qucntly satirized in films and other
mass media, Tourette's Syndrome is
something that affects Bertsch's life
every day.
Rcrtsch. junior from Hopkinsville,
Ky .. said in 2004 he was feeling ill
with flu-like symptoms and realized
he was having small muscle spasms.
He and his mother went to numer·
ous doctors to identify the problem.
After many opinions. he was diagnosed with Tourette's Syndrome.
Bertsch said he didn't have much
of a reaction at the time because he
was so fatigued from his previous
illness. His mother, on the other
hand, was getting anxious at some
• physicians' suggestions to put
Bertsch in an institution. Bertsch
argued he was not a burden to anyone. and could participate in daily
life just as he could before his diagnosis.
According to the National Tourctte's Syndrome Association Web site,
Tourettc's Syndrome is a neurological disorder causing tics in the body.
"Tourette's Syndrome is defined

by multiple motor and vocal tics
lasting for more than one rear," the
Web site states. ''The first symp·
toms usually arc involuntary movements (tics) of the face, arms, limbs
or trunk."
Each person affected by the disorder has unique tics. For Bertsch,
these tics arc muscle spasms and
small vocal productions.
"lt usually comes when I'm anticipating something or really excited,"
Bertsch said. "These things called
tics cause me to have nn area of my
body kind of spasm. Sometimes I
make sounds - little audible noises.
Other times I tend to have muscle
spasms in my lower body area."
Bertsch said it has bad negative
effects on his life. In professional
settings, his disorder can put a negative tone on an interview.
"People look at me when l go to a
job interview and think I'm going to
scare customers or think I'm crazy,"'
Bertsch said. "People tum around
and look at· me funny. It's kind of
depressing. because there's nothing
wrong with me, people just assume
that l'm crazy or retarded, which I'm
not."
Bertsch' saiJ p(:oplc expect him to
have a different cours~o• load including special education classes. On the
contrary, Bertsch said. he does very

well in his classes and takes the
same course work as any other Murray State student. He said he wants
people to know he is not different
from them just because he has a
neurological disorder.
"I want people to know that
Tourctte's Syndrome is not something to consider a person retarded,"
Bertsch said. "It should not affect
anybody's potential or future in the
very least. Just because we have
something like this on our bands, we
don't want to be treated differently
than the rest of our friends."
Bertsch takes medication to control the tic.s caused by Tourette's
Syndrome. He said there is no cure
for tb\.' disorder, only medications to
treat the symptoms. Though Bertsch
is not aware of any support groups
in Murray. there is a group in Hop.kinsvillc, h\.' said.
The NTSA Web site states there
is no cap on the productivity or
achievement for those diagnosed
with Tourcttc's Syndrome. The disorder is genetic and someone with
Tourcttc's Syndrome bas a 50 percent chance of passing it on to his or
her children. The National Institute
of Health estimates 100,000 Americans have Tourette's Syndrome.
Bee Feldhaus can be reached at
rebecca.feldhaus@murraystate.edu.

Nathan Bertsch, junior from Hopkinsville, Ky., lives life dealinq with Tourette's Syndrome.

Campus organizations raise money, awareness for Relay for Life
Jess NaU
Staff writer

...

No inspirational quote or
bright idea measures up to the
true spirit of what Relay for
Life means to Randce Collins,
junior from Mayfield, Ky.
In a story she wrote to her
sisters of Alpha Sigma Alpha.
Collins shares her family's
personal battle with cancer
and the new appreciation she
has for cancer research.
The week before Collins
graduated high school her
father was diagnosed with
cancer.
In her story Collins said;
nHe spent tile summer going
to doctors from all over. He
opted to receive a relatively

new form of treatmem that
was similar to chemo but
without the painful side·
effects."
Collins' family church has
participated in Calloway
County Relay For Life since
she could rememher and said
she has always felt a connection to the organization.
"When someone you know
is infected with cancer, the
Relay has a completely different meaning for you." Collins
said.
According to rclayforJife.org, the 24-hour walk
dates back to the 1980s and
was started by Gordy KJatt, a
colorectal surgeon. In an
effort to raise support for his
cancer patient, Klatt ran 83

miles in 24 hours at Baker Sta·
dium at the University of
Pugct Sound in Tacoma,
Wash.
Klatt started a fundraiscr,
now spanning the nation, and
gathers approximately 35 million pt!Ople each year.
This year's relay will kickoff at 7 p.m. May 1 at Roy
Stewart Stadium.
"Relay begins with the survivor walk and there are tons
of events throughout the
night," Collins said. "This
year there is going to be a
poker tournament, karaoke
contest, a silent auction,
dudes look like a lady and a
lot more."
At least one member from
each team will walk around

the track at all times.
Collins said her favorite
event is the luminary ceremony. Community memlx>rs are
able to donate a minimum of
$5 for luminaries, which are
paper bags with a candle in
them. The luminaries represent the survival of people
who have battled cancer and
a tribute to those who lost the
battle with cancer.
'1t is a very powerful experience to see all the bags lit
with people who have battled
cancer." Collins said. "I purchased one for my dad and
seeing the bags lit up reminds
me that there is hope for a
cure.''
Collins said she is heading
the Alpha Sigma Alpha team

this year because of the blessings her family has experienced.
"I have seen where it makes
a difference," Collins said. "It
has personally affected me
and 1 wanted to express my
joy because my family has
been blessed and I think cancer can be nonexistent if we
keep raising money the way
we are.''
·There are 32 teams signed
up for this year's Relay.
Among the student organization currently signed up are
Alpha Omicron Pi, White College, Alpha Delta Pi, Richmond College. Phi Mu Alpha,
Murray State Rodeo Team,
Kappa Sigma and Alpha
Gamma Delta.

Luke Welch, sophomore
from Murray. is the Relay
captain for Lambda Chi
Alpha. lambda Chi is selling
whole <>moked chickens and
chicken sandwiches.
"Relay is a great event and
Lambda Chi was able to
donate money to a great cause
last year," Welch said. "1 have
lived in Murray all of my life
and Relay is one of the best
events this community does. I
hope mort.• college-aged students get involved and raise
money to support a great and
meaningful organization."
For more information on
ways to help, check ouq·elayrorlife.org.
Jess Nail can be reached at
jessica.nall@murraystate.edu.
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Life is full of risks. And the time to
think about ahealth plan is before
you need it. Because at your age,
indivi~ual health coverage can be a
bargain. So, don't wait! Call Anthem
Blue Cross and Blue Shield today!
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Video Game Review ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Style

and

Load screens, repetition slow down 'Wheelman' Stilettos
Cody Arant writes the video game
reviews.
It's practically guy law: Vin
Diesel is badass. There's no argument, no discussion. It is fact.
Unfortunately, not everything
Diesel docs is as awesome as he
himself. For example, "Wheelman"
a new video game from Midway.
"Wheelman" is supposed to take
all the action and excitement of a
Vin Diesel movie and put players in
control. What it docs is take all the
action and excitement of a Vin
Diesel movie and make it boring
and repetitive, no small feat when
you bring Diesel himself in on the
project.
Player's assume control of Milo
Burik (it's Vin DieselJ) as he arrives
in Barcelona and starts driving real·
ly fast and shooting things. Also, he
steals cars.
Immediately after beginning the
first mission, I was annoyed. The
game is set in Spain, so why do you
drive on the right side of the road? I
shrugged it off. More and more
inconsistencies. however, started
popping up. Why does everyone
drive American cars? Why is every
vehicle in Barcelona equipped with
nitrous oxide boosters? (Yes, every
car, including scooters.) How do I
m'anage to blow up cop cars with
reckless abandon, yet sec the police
stand up after each explosion? It's
just a game. I told myself.
After reconciling myself to the
less-than-realistic nature of the
game, I set to playing it. The game
proudly offers "open-world freedom." Presumably, I'm supposed to
be reminded of "Grand Theft
Auto." Technically, the world is
open: there's definitely a big map
that I can drive around to my
heart's content. Unfortunately,
there is absolutely nothing to do
outside of missions. You can break
some cat statues open, you know.
like hidden packages from GTA.
There are strategically placed "cin·
ematic jumps," that play an awful

Photo courte~y of gamereJttor.eu

'Wheelman' allows players to participate In action similar to a Vln Diesel movie.
lot like unique jumps from GTA
Beyond that, there's no reason to
not just warp to missions using the
PDA. Just pull up the menu, select
'the mission you want to do. and
you're teleportcd there in either the
car you're driving at the time or a
car selected for the mission.
At least the missions arc varied.
There arc the main storyline mis·
sions that involve driving fast,
delivering cheesy dialogue to pretty
women, and shooting at things.
There's some sort of plot involving
criminal organizations and stop·
ping them? Or maybe it's just killing
them. The line is pretty blurred.
There are also a million side missions, divided into categories.
There arc street races, taxi jobs,
"kill that ~y" missions and more.
Getting at least an A-rank on the
side missions provides an upgrade
of some .sort, depending on the mission type.

So, yes. there is variety. Unfortunately, not enough. The side missions all take place at different
places around Barcelona, but picking up packages and dropping them
off can only be fun for so long. Honestly, I rented the game, and I was
pretty sick of it within two days. I
just plodded along for you, dear
reader. Seriously, playing this game
was work for me; literally, since 1
get paid to write these reviews.
To be fair, the game might not be
as bad as all of that. It just isn't really my type of game. I love GT A. but
1 don't really like "Burnout," and
this is more like the latter. Or, to be
perfectly honest, it's more like "Dri·
ver 3," a little game you might
remember from forever ago. Also,
there are a lot of performance
issues with the game.
There are a ton of load screens,
which is pretty unacceptable in
2009. I mean, I understand there are

going to be load screens, you can't
escape it, but there are so many.
And the load times are horrible. I
can only look at virtual Vin Diesel
for so long. Oh, and the loading bar
is like an RPM meter; I get it.
Another performance issue that
pops up pretty frequently is a slight
hang at the end of a mission. Sometimes, when you complete a mission, more missions pop up on your
PDA. But what happens is your car
is careening along at a million MPH
and suddenly everything freezes.
You can still hear your car going,
then the screen goes black for a
split second and then the PDA
menu opens. It's minor, but it's still
annoying.
Issues aside, the game is pretty
fun ror a little while. The car combat is really fluid, the gun play isn't
terrible and Air Jacking cars is, like,
the most badass thing imaginable.
Let's just say that Air Jacking
involves climbing out of your car at
breakneck speeds and jumping to
the car in front of you like SpiderMan. then flying through the win·
dow and kicking the unsuspecting
driver in the teeth for no reason
other than that their car is nicer
than yours. All in all, worth renting,
especially if you're into car games
to begin with.
"Wheelman" is available for the
PC, Playstation 3 and Xbox 360 and
is rated T for strong language, suggestive themes and violence.
Cody Arant can be reached at
cody.arant@murraystate.edu.

A day in the life of:

cc

Zero lives: Not worth a quarter in
the arcade
One life: About as much fun as an
invisible wall
Two lives: Nice way to waste a
weekend
Three lives: Your next addiction
Four lives: Game of the Year

Shannon Davis,

double major

Every other week The News will feature a profile of a Murray State student from a unique major.
Jess NaU
Staff writer
When deciding on a major,
most students narrow it down to
just one. Shannon Davis, senior
from Crestwood, Ky.. however.
opted to double major in two
seemingly different fields: public
relations and Spanish.
Davis took three Spanish classes while in high school and said
she enjoyed learning a new tan·
guage.
"Once I got to college, I knew I
had to have a minimum language
requirement, so 1 continued with
Spanish," Davis said. "My original
thought was that Spanish would
be my minor because it is such a

great compliment to any major."
In spring of 2007, Davis spent
the semester studying abroad
through the Kentucky Institute
for International Study program,
offered through Murray State and
decided to make Spanish a major.
As part of an assignment Davis
will give an oral presentation of a
research paper during Scholars
Week and said the public speaking she does for her Public Rela·
tions degree will help while giving the presentation.
Davis said her combined
majors puts her a step above the
competition when applying for
jobs.
"The focus of PR is to maintain
relationships between an organi-

zation and its publics, so with
Spanish-speaking capabilities I
would be able to reach twice the
audience than other public rela·
tions practitioners," Davis said.
For Davis' final Public Relations class. she and a group must
organize, plan and execute a public relations campaign for a real
organization.
Said Davis: "The PR program at
Murray State is nationally accredited, one of only 105 in the coun·
try, while the Spanish program at
Murray State has an incredible
faculty and staff that encourage
students to take advantage of the
study abroad opportunities."
jess Nail can be reached at
jessica.nall@murraystate.edu.

Style Destinations: : ·
To the Big Apple and b~ck
If I could choose
one destination to'
fulfill my couture'
cravings, I would'
choose to head: to'
NewYork.
' .
Of course, 1
would frrst pay
respect to my fashion mantra: fashion
should live forever.
Whitney
and luckily it does
Harrod
at museums around
the world, and specifically in the United
States.
I plan first visit The Museum at the
Fashion Institute of Technology in New
York City. Basically, I have about two
months to purchase a plane ticket bound
for New York. Now through June 16, a
special exhibition called "Seduction"
explores the complex relationship
between sexuality and clothing throughout the last 100 years. Risque corsets,
sky-high stilettos and sexy dresses fall
upon bodies of posed mannequin.
While in New York, drooling over
well-dressed women and their intense
salaries, I will try to run into Isabel
Toledo whose many designs have been
featured on the first lady. Her creations
will also be displayed at The Museum at
FIT. Beginning in June, Toledo will generously showcase, what I call, J.Crew on
steroids for the wealthy.
The next museum I plan to explore is
the Museum of the City of New York.
The MCNY's current fashion exhibit is
"Valentina: American Couture and the
Cult of Celebrity." Designer Valentina
Sanina Schlee lived from 1899-1989, and
truly developed the Charlotte York (of
Sex and the City) classic A·line look I've
come to adapt over the last few years.
After deliciously fantasizing over my
pretend adventures to Fashion City,
USA. I will board a plane and fly to
Chicago. "Chic Chicago: Couture Trea·
sures from the Chicago History Museum" at the Chicago History Museum
d isplays modern designs exclusive to
Chicago culture from 1861 to 2004.
After my journey I would continue
my fashion history investigation by visiting a place close to home. The ~a: .
tucky Derby Museum in Louisville
offers a very timely exhibit: "D~y i
Decades: Simple Chic." Gowns and ti11t~
have been donated by celebrities :sVt.W:
have attended Derby festivities. :ft)e:
fashion time period will plan from.: 'tb<,
late 1800s to present day.
:::::
While materialism can only go so:r:t;.:
and thus can not literally live for ~.:
our society has done an adequate:~h:
preserving and displaying cet1iti:
intriguing looks throughout the yeara"'I :
am also proud museums choose to ~n:;
sider fashion artifacts as just as impor:·
tant as traditional exhibits inclu~fli.
dinosaur bones, antique tools and tllddermized creatures.
: :~::

.:::::.. .

Nate Brclsford/Contrlbuter

Shannon Davis, senior from Crestwood, Ky., Is a
double major in public relations and Spanish.

..... .
:;:~:
·.·.·
Whitney Harrod can be reache(.p(

whitney.lulrrod@murraystate.edu. :::_:;:
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CLASSIFI EDS

FOR·SALE: '95 Mazda
Protege LX. Automatic, air, heat, power
locks and windows,
CD player, needs
some work, $1,000 or
best offer. Call 502553-5940 if interested.
FOR SALE: Gently
used leather full-size
couch, $115 or best
offer. Call 502-5002097 if interested.
FOR SALE: 2000 LS
Chevy C15 Truck. Full
sized. Extended cab. 4
Door. Black onyx with
gray interior. 39,400
miles. $11 ,000. Call
270-527-8288 if interested.
,

Ads may be submitted in
Wilson Hall room 111
mailed to Classifieds, do
The Murray State News,
2609 University Station,
Murray, KY 42071,
ore-mailed to
thenews@murraystate.edu
For more information
call 809-4478.
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Alpha Omicron PI practices on the steps of Lovett Auditorium for All Campus Sing, hosted by Sigma Alpha Iota. They will compete Wednesday in the sorority category.

Students gear up for 51st annual All-Campus Sing :
Charlotte Kyle
Assistant Features Editor
Across campus. hundreds
of students arc trying to juggle learning math formulas
and hbtoric dates with memorizing dance steps and song
lyrics.
This hard work and prepa·
ration wiiJ pay off Wednesday
when 23 groups partidpate in
the 51st Annual Ali·C.1mpus
Sing, hosted hy professional
music fraternity Sigma Alpha
Iota. The performanCl'S are
held on the steps of Lovett
Auditorium. SAl awards
prizes to groups competing in
four divisions: fraternity,
soronty. residential college
.1nd independent.
Felicia Gammon, event
chair and junior from
llawcsville, Ky .. said in :1ddi-

tion to first. second and third
places for each category.
some performers will receive
new awards. These include
best costume and best soloist.
In addition, Gammon said the
judge's point system will
change.
In the pnst, groups would
collect instruments for SAl
that were sent to schools lacking the funding for music education. These instruments
counted as points toward the
judges' final tally. This year,
Gammon said, the group who
collects the most instruments
will get a spirit award.
Gammon, alorl'g with cochair Stephanie Jones, junior
from O'Fallon, Ill., started
pl:tnning the event last year
and <:aid Don Robertson, vice
president for Student Affairs.
and fim Carter, vice president

for Institutional Advancement and Alumni Affairs,
helped organize the event.
"(Robertson) helps get in
contact with people on campus as weiJ as off campus,"
Gammon said. "We also work
with Jim Carter and the
Alumni Association with getting our alumni to come back,
and he.• helps find an alumni
judge as well."
Cash prizes awarded by the
Alumni Association include
$300 for frrst place, $200 for
second place and $100 for
third pl3ce. Trophies, provided by the Office of Student
Affairs, are also awarded.
Sisters of SAl also help with
organization, Gammon said.
"Every group is assigned a
-sister from Sigma Alpha Iota,
which allows each group to
have contact with us if they

have questions," Gammon
said. "This makes it easy to
give them paper work we
need turned in such as tech
sheets for the sound guy."
This year's event falls on
Earth Day, which Gammon
said led to SAl working with
the Murray Environmental
Student Society.
''We're having recycling
bins everywhere to recycle
cans and paper used during
the event from the concession
stand." Gammon said. ..In
between acts we will have
tips about .recycling as well as
cool history (facts) about AllCampus Sing."
Gammon said she has
attended group practices and
has seen how hard organizations ate working.
"It will be a really good
competition," Gammon said.

On The Square

Calloway Ga
Essex Downs Apa

Simpson
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Desi;ner Replb!SurWasses and H..,.,_
~ & Co. Sterling Sliver Jewelry
Seasonal Decor
Monogramina
Many quiHed items available
(purses, duffle ~s, wallets, etc.)

"A lot of people are' really
prepared this year and wanting to step it up and make their
organization stand out."
Melissa Korba, junior from
St. Louis, Mo., said she enjoys
participating in the event
because it's open to anyone.
"Anybody can perform ...
they don't have to be great,"
Korba said. "It's just a chance
to have a lot of fun."
Korba participated last
year's All-Campus Sing and
will perform with Lee Clark
College this year. He took
home first place in the resi·
dential college category last
year. Korba said she thinks
they have a shot to win again.
"We have another great
group of residents who are
working hard to fiiue Ctatlf·~
show great," Korba said. "We
are preparing for it by prac·

tieing as much as we can."
Though the event takes up,
a lot of time and energy, Gam-,
mon said he enjoys it.
"Once I see people on steps
performing, it's totally worth
it," Gammon said. "It takes
away all the stress, and all of
the hard work has paid off. To
see people who are enjoying
music as much as I do
because I'm a music major.
and to see them so energetic,
showing everyone how much
fun they're having is the best
feeling in the world."
Tbe event starts at 4:30 p.m.
and is streamed live on Murray State's homepage. The
event will move inside Lovett
Auditorium if there is rain,
Gammon said.
:
CPutrlc>tu Kyle can be
reached at charlotte.Jcyle@
murraystate.edu.

Boggess'Self Storage 24/ 7
"A B£I"I'ER PLACE TO STORE."
1465 State Route 12 1 N
Murray, Ky 42071
Thr ee minutes from Murray State and
acr oss from the National Guard Armor y

Special - pay in advance
1OxlS for $125 between April 17 - 20.

109 5 4th St., Murray
270-761-BAGS (2247)
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